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To the Readen 

4 

T%ey are fenfihU that Unhn 'mUmaht usjilf Hapfg^ ; O 
fiat tbe^tmt TVouU TneUik their Hearts and Minds t9 
ferfm af^ i$y that m Carnal- Riffitts nir Dwkful Scm-^ 
fks may binder tbem from attaining it! What Jy 
TPOtdd there he in Heaven ? What Exultation and Fraije, 
ThafJtfgiying and Lave^ Piace and Good-will would he 
nfon Emb ? How would Satan he confounded^ and the 
Kingdm of Dafinefsltaktn r What a convincing Jr^ 

gmma 70ould it kt to jtwdand Qendlcs^ Mahoinetlvis 

andJfii^OSy Adeiftsy Dlifis^ and all' Utentious Ter-^ 
fons whatfoever, to fee all the different SeBs of Chrifiian 
Profejfors at Unity among themfehes ? Then will Bxligion 
jlowifit again ; and aU the Ungodly ai^ Emmies to Cl^^ 
/Hanity woud\ he compelPd to give in their Teftimony J^ 
«t^ and fay that God is in us of a Trufh : lienfiaB tbM 



Converfion hear dato, and Religion affe^ Real as it is 
Tbm fiall the Son of Rigbteoufnefs arifi imth healing M 
his Win^s^ and Retire the Nations ff^tlic in Dark^ 
a^ in tbi the Shadow ef Death. 

God hath mamfefied his teeuliar caroy and. tender Coftr 
aem for the Inha^tants of this Ifland^ effecialfy for th^..^ 
-. Reformed, Religion Ejlahlififd amof^ul }wb were ear£^ 
Vifited with the glad tiMnp of Station hy a CrucifiS 
Savicttr} and though fot our Offences wa w^ro^a^Umg t^n§.\ 
delivered into Egyptian B&ndage andD^r)if$efs, »9hfer,i. 
tbeTyranny of Idolaters as^bho^ Tetfieutorsi Tet by t^' 
Coadnefs attd Tower vf ^f£e' Jiin^zjffyx ^% \^^^ ?^^f 
hefiiy and we beeame-tjft Glory oft be. Refdrmati^^ ^f!(0^y 
iaamstg. faffid through a Sea of Blood; jet the Intoffin^^ 
Heats*4nd Difcontents of many among us yQikif thofe <fth^\ 
Children if Ifrael^ who with^ood Mofe^ a^ KsffphX:. 
have caufid us to Wlmdefln the WilaerfseQ (ifCjmfdJipn^c 
even to this Day^ and'hitherio frevented' ns firom feeipigr k 
the EffeB of the Promifes: It is ther^ore- Bij^ time to,^ 
awake out of SkeP^ to be ufassd doht, t^t Godmaji^ 
Vip us again with his Salvation^ anTwtjfi^ become y, 
' the Glory of all Lands^ by being the foremofi in tiishaf^y 



To the Readcn 

Re^clutlofty to which Providence invites us^ under the 
aufficious Rtign of a mofi Pious and Virtuous ^een* 

We all exfeB the Converfion and Refioration of the Jews, ^ 
and that God will bring in thefulnefs of the Gentiles ^ ac^ f 
cording to the Promife. JVho knows but that he may make 
Qur happy IJlandy the firfl Prejident and Example^ of^ 
Blejfed Union and Agreement in matters of Religion unto 
other Nations ? For we cannot rationally expeHy that the, 
Profane and Unbelievers Jhould fall in Love with Religion, 
till the Profejjors of it are united together in Love anoL 
Peace among themfelves : Vor as long as we Condemn, 
Defpife^ and Ridicule one another y they conclude we havt 
no Religion at ally that it is a meer Jefiy and are thereby^ 
hfirdened in their Profanefs and Unbelief 

Would we know what mufi be done to obtain this Union? ^ 
I Anfwer^ Let all religious and fober Men and Womem 
ef all Perfwajions, yield cbearful and ready Obediencet 
to Superiours in aUr^ lawful things j and unite in on^ conh» 
mon Ordery for the Worfijlp apd Service of God y and we 
Jliall moflr certainly obtain, it. We plainly fee that Toleration^ 
of different Religions {as we have it at prefent^ doth not. 
cure our DivifionSy nor allay our heats j it neither removes 
the Plague y nor fiops the Infeilion : On the Contrary y thai. 
Union cannot be happy or lafiingy that is procured by con^^ 
firainty and forced upon Mankind. 

I the^fore earnefily importune my Brethreny to abandon 
the Paths of Separation and Divijiony and to be cemented 
with us in Obedience and Love ; and if we differ in JSfo'* 
tiom and Opinions about other matters y it can do no great 
barmy as long as we agree toferve God in one wayy and 
are Obedient j but at prefenty our AnimoJitieSy Divijions^ 
and divers Religions y are a Stumbling-block to many j a- 
Bar againfi the Reformation of Manners y and a grand 
hinder ance to the Co7ivcrfion ofJ^WSy TiUrks and Intidols. 
O thit my Brethren would conjider it welly md lay it to 
Heafty and be movedwhh Chrljllan Zeal and Courage^ ta 
the fpeedy difcharge offuch a neceffary Duty : Whereby 
they would bring much Honour to God j good '3l(^ll among 
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To the Reader 

MeHy (even Teace on Earthy and in their cwn Cmfci^ 
ences) Refutation to Religion^ and Joy in Heaven ; and 
approve themfelves to he truly and fincerely the Servants 
of God. 

In order hereunto y for their Encouragement and Benefit 
I have given them an ExampUy who have laboured under 
the fame Doubts and Scruples y as they do ; till it f leafed 
the Lord to open my Eyes, and let me fee the manifold 
Mifcbiefs attending Separationy and the Benefits of a con^ 
fciencious Confirmity to the mofi pure and hofy Religion of 
the Nationy which I Embraced with Jincere AffeSion, 
from the Awful Confideration of Duty to God. The Ar^ 
fifments and Motives inducing me thereunto y are the Sub* 
jeH of this Undertaking : And to the End my Brethren 
way take them in due ConJideratioUy and he confined 
hereby y and brought unto the Obedience of the Truth as it 
is in yefus Christy who came to efiabhjh Teace in the 
World : Alay the Lord God Almighty exert bis great 
FjowcTy and manifefi his marvellous Love to them y making 
them a fFiBing and an Obedient People to all his Commands 
mmts ; giving them underfianding Hearts y and Teacea^ 
hie Difpo/ltions to foBow his TViUy and the lawful Com^ 
mands ofthoje that he hath fit over them ; that they may 
Govern themfilves with Moderation y Humility and ^ Cha^ 
rityy and in all things behave themfelves as Chrijfians 
Wght to do i ujing all Diligence to keep the Unity of the 
Spirity in the bond of PeacCy and in Right eoufnefs of Life i 
That our Land may Flouriff/hin Peace and Plenty y Truth 
0nd Holinefsy Religion and Piety for evermore, and be 
like a City tbdt is at Unity in it filfy Amen. Aoieiu- ^ 
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Arguiiients and Reaibhs 

FOR 

GOKFORMITY 

T O T H E 

CfaiircH df JBnglanJ. 

IT pleafed God in creating the Wbrid to tnaki 
]Mah the fupreme of ill his Creatut<!^ oh this 
Globe of E^h and Waters^ by Eaduing him 
with a rational Soul^ fit to contemplate tho 
i» of his Creator; and by ufmg his Reafbh 
he difcoyers bimfelf to be Superior to the Beafis tbaJ^ 
t^eriih : For he that can't retider it k^on for what 
ne doth^ adi hot like a Man but like a Bruit ^. And 
if we are obiig'd to rendeir a Reafon 6f all qvij;^^ 
Adions^ muth mort ought we to do (b in the gireat 
^(Hicem reladn|; to Oui: Soul's Etertial Happine& , 
St. P^iiJ requires that we (hbuld be always fiaif 
to live areafin ef tbt Ho4t that {s in its, with jMkek* 
nefs and Fear j and \tn We fhbuld Err. in OQC 
ludgment luid^ tain Imap;in^ti6n$^ God bath reve^ 
led his Will in the Scriptures^ and jiath ^v;en .hisi 
Spirit CO a^ iis in &e undeirftanding of tnerii^ and 
in order to an ioipairtial and^rational judging of our 
ielve^j we muft diligently obferve thiit.Rule.wheriii^ 
in Gc^f s Plj^ure is fufficiently manifefled UQtd lis i; 
We zv6 hot to follow the £xaiihi>les of ofhers^ nor 
Y> lean u|k>|i an^ A^^s J^^ Piety. orParts, 

tiiat h not ddfreifbhdehtor agreeable thei'luhto^ . , 



% Arguments and Beafons for Conformity 

Love and Obedience are the fumm of Religion, 
and fubftance of the Scriptures ,• whatfbever is con- * 
fonaht thereunto is of God, and the Spirit of Tfuth j 
but whatever is contrary, proceeds from the Spirit 
of Darknefs and Error, tliat leads Men into Confu- 
lion. Strife and Diflention : Let Reafbn then, en- 
lightened by thofe facred Oracles, judge, in all 
matters appeftaining to our Religious Behaviour, 
with Relped: to our Duty to God, and ^to one 
another. 

A due Conformity to all Publick Orders and Con- 
fiitutions of Men, that no way Interfere with God's 
revealed Will, is moft rational and juft to be ob- 
ferved and maintained j and is the Foundation of 
my adhering to that holy Religion profefled in 
England j and eftablifhed under juft and equitable 

Laws, the Juftice of which proceeding Will moft 

evidently appear, from thefe following Argumehts 
and Reafom, taken, 

!• Firft from the Excellency of the Conftitution 
and Eftablifliment of the Cliurch of England. 

' II. Secondly from the NeceflSty of Conforming . 
thereunto in point of Duty. , 

III. Thirdly from the great Benefits thaft attend 
fuch a Conformity. 

IV. Fourthly from the Difadvantagcs of Refufing 
to Conform, and 

V. Fifthly, from the Evils that attend Separation 
»nd Divifion. 

All thefe a little explained will abundantly fet 
forth the Beauty and Luftre of our Church, which 
Is much ecHpfed by the falfe Reprefentations, that 
her . Encfiies on all fides have agreed to put upon 
her. 

Firft, To conform to the Proteftant Religion, 
as Ettablifii'd by Law^ is moft Reafonable, if we 
(confider the Excellency of it j which Confifts, firft 
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t§ the Church »/ England. J 

in Decenti'ty, fecondly in Purity^ thirdly in Charity, 
fourthly in Piety. 

L Firft, in Decency ; how admirably did the fird 
Reformers contiive fuch an Eftablifliment and Uni- 
formity in Religion^ that the like is not extant in 
the World ? Whereby th« whole Church, jin all 
Places, with due Reverence, doth Glorifie God 
with one Heart, and one Voice: By fetting forth 

bis mo^ Worthy Praiffy hearing his mofi holy WorJ^ 
find iy asking for thofe things which are rcqtfifite 
/W necejjary^ as well for the Body as the Soufl Wl 

>a form of found Words, according to the Mind of 
the Spirit ,• and that with all Decency, Humili^, 
and godly Fear, and with fuch becoming geftures, 
as exprefs the inward Frame of their Spirits by their 
outward Carriage and Deportment; according to 
what tlie Apoftle St. Paul faith j Glorife God with 
your Bodies^ and with your Spir'fts which are the 
Lords J and muft be both impltoy'jj jn his Service ; 
;and all this is done in Obedience to the Divine 
Commandment, which feith, kt all things be done 
decpttly and in ord^T* ^ ^ 

This ^ts the Method of the Church of England y 
which ads according to the Primitive Inftitution 
of the Apoftles, and followers of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift : And all thofe things which our Rulers did 
then Ordain, and Eftablifli in the Fear of God, with 
great Zeal, and Circumfpedion, for his Glory and 
. jthe Service of his People ; were moil excellently 
Adapted for Edification, and promoting the great 

defign _^of the Gofpel, which is holinefs in H^art and 
.MtMy in Life and Behaviour. The'Reafons, thofe 
good Men gave for fo doing, are full of Weight and 
Convidion to humble pious Souls, that will take 
pains tp cpnfider them with an unbiafs'd Mind, and 
are to be found in our Common- prayer-books : But 
the Dilfenters have dipt off that Glory und Beauty, 
which us'd to Adorn Chrifts Religion in former 

^5 Days, 



4 Jrgumnts aid Beafonf for Coffgrmity 

Pays, and which made die World fall in Love with 
the Worfhipers of oUr Lord Jefus Chrift, who ci^ 
pres'd their inward Zeal and Love^ by outward 
Demonftrations. 

11. Secondly, the Excellency of our Religion, as 
eftabliihed by Law, ir moft. manifeft ; frOm the 
confideration of it's Purity : It is a Spiritual Religion^ 
direifting to a holy Life and a h^py Death. Ac^ 
cording to it's Precepts, we Worfeipi one God in 
Spirit and Truth, Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoft, 9 
Trinity of Perfons in Unity of Effence. It Is a holy 
itelig^on, being purg'd from all the abufes that Have 
Inseji introduced by Enemies of all fortSj with Re^i- 
ipe^ to Doftrine and Worfhip. . . 

Which of aHrher-Adverfaries can prove her Guilty 
of F^lfe Ekodrine i Haih (he not diligently declined 
oil th^ erroneous J>odrines of the Church of Rome^ 
as Merit, Trahfubftantiation, iPurgatory, the Sacri- 
fice of the Mais, &ci Hath fhe n^ likewifa decli« 
sied all the Errors of the Arriansy SoHniansy^ Pelagians 

mt%A Jmatimnm»i/ime ^ YaI* flnr oil fktC DWl f*9t\ K^fvlltr 



and Antimmians ? Yet for all tk^ ilie can weekly 
ihave the Name of a Church of C^hrift, jUiong oui: 
jgre^t felf Admirers. Doth fhe not teacn^lvatioa 
^ Jeius Chrift,. and that there is no other N^n^e 
mder Heaven given ktmmg. Men wberehf we can 
h favedy and that he is the iight of the Worlds 
^hich lighteti every one that cometh into the World ? 

All which reprefents her truly Chriflian, and Apo- 
HpUcal, And as to her Worfhip, hath fhe not 

Eirg^d put all Supei^ition and Idolatry? What 
oft doth fiie^ Adore ? What Images or Idols doth 
Ihe Woidhip ?.What Angels or Sgints doth ffa9np^7 
to ? What doth fhe make neoeffary to Sahration 
fhat God himfelf hath not Commanded ? Is not the 
yffovi truly preaphed, and are not the. Sacraments 
tighdy . adminiftred according to ChrifU Ordinance. 
Vid Appointment in her Comm^nion^ ^hat Church 



<^baTf greater PtifiCYthan.^? Are not all her 






to the Church (f England. , 5 

Ceremonies Innocent, Decent, and as the Apoftle 
dire^, contrived for Edification, and to promote 
good Order and Difcipline in the Church ? 

III. Thirdly, the Excellency of the eftabli/h'd 
Religion in England will further appear, if we ex- 
amine her Charity. She doth not confine Salvation 
jTo (iich narrow limits as (bme have ; who either 
Dartui all for Hmticks that are not of their Com- 
munion, or bring the Number oftheElcAtofiich 
a narrow Compa^, or fmall Remnant, as they think 
included within the Limits of their own Parties, or 
(eparate Conventions from the PubUck : Whereas 
the Church of England^ after the Example of our 

Saviour, doth fit open the Kipgdom ef Heaven to 
nU Believers ; and is not fo lafh to judge and con- 
demn, as moft of her Neighbours are. See her 
Charity extended in her Publick Devotions, parti- 
cularly that fpr all forts and conditions of Men, 
that for ^in^uMgefana or Sbrove-fiindayy the' lait 
appointed for Good-fry day j, her Letany, the Prayer 
for the whole State of Chrift's Church Militant here 
upon Earth, and her other Prayers and Publick 
$ervices, wherein the true Evangelical Spirit x)f the 
Golpel is expreft in perfed Charity, exten3cd to 
the Souls and Bodies pi all Men, which is the grea^ 
teft Ornament of the Golpel of our Lord and Sa-^ 
yiour Jefiis Cbrifi : Unto which Devotions of the 
Church there is nothing wanting, but Sincere and 
Devout AfFedions from the Altar of an humble 
Heart, to make the Prayers of her Sons and Daugh- 
ters afcend up tp the Throne of God, like Pillars 
of Smoak ferfumedwith Myrrh and all Vcrwdersoftbe 
Mej'cbantSy even a Sacrifice of a fweet fmelling favour^ 
^nto tbe Lord. • 

This is to Worm-God in Spirit and in Trutb ; 
for here are Words agreable to the Mind of the 
Spirit, full of Love, Charity and defires of Peace j 
and though many vain thoughts may aflault us in 

B 4 our 



6 Jrguments and 'Reafons for Conformity 

our Duty^ and the Infirmities of our Flefli may be? 
ready to yield to Temptations from without as well 
as within ; yet if we watch with all diligence, and 
rely upon the JJfifiance of the Sprite he will help 
cur Infirmities i and our Prayers will come wp' ac- 
ceptably before t|ie Almighty through the Merits of 
oUr Redeemer, and we fnall enjoy Communion 
with the Father, 'through the Son, by the Affiftance 
of the Holy-Ghoft which is given unto us to guide 

us into 'all Truth. 

And as to the other Branch of Charity which 
confifts, in Alms-deeds J none h^ve demonftrated 
this With more Zeaf^&nd Credit to' Religion, than 
pur noble Anceftprt, and worthy Prelates of the 
Church have done, with other pious Perfons, whole 
Charity appears vifibly in the many Handing X^omu- 
xnents' of their great "Plety and Devotion. 

IV; /Fourthly, the Excellency of that Religion 
which we have by La\V Eftabliflied, confifts in 
Piety ahd Holinefs. Our Doi^rines will allow of 
no reigning Sin, all known Sins muft be repented 
of arid forfaken. Reftijution and due Submiffion 
iiiuft be made in all Cafes where Wrong is (done, or 
Oifence given. Obedience is required, in all 
lawful • things, ta Chriftian Authority, in and for 
the Lord ,• and perfed Juftice to all mankind. Ch'a- 
ftity and Temperance, Contentment andfelf-denial, 
with all Duties to God, and our Neighbour are 
ftrichly enjoyn'd ,• and if fhey are not ftridly put 
ick practice by all her Members, it is not" the Fault 
<^f her Conlticution, nor ought it to be the caufe 
of Separation. We have ftrid Laws made to Punlfh 
Immorality, and Vice, and the negled of Gods. 
VVorfliip and Service, and ^ Breaches of his Sab- 
ijaths ; and we* have many Zealous to dcte(5fc de- 
linquents, and to bring them to condign Pi^nilh- 
ment. * -•; ■.'■:-..■• ' • 
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Vo the Church of England 7 

We have dayly Sermons and Leftures, to awaken 
Sinners out of their carnal Security j to perfwadc 
them tp a holy Life, and to Build them up in their 
Chriftian Faith ; with due care and caution for 
Catechizing of Youth/ to inftruft them in the 
Principles of Chriftiaiijty^'and fit them for Confir- 
mation and the holy 'Communion; and we have 
(everal Societies of the more ferious fort who ftir 
pp one another to Love and good Works. We have 
dayly Prayers and Praifes in the Publick AffemBlies 
of the Saints, according to the Cuftom of Gods Peo- 
ple in all Ages, and frequent Commemorations of 
the Death of our Lord, in the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper. Herein confifts the very Life and 
Spirit of Cnriftianity, by which means we maintain 
Communion with God, and have fellowftiip with 
the Saints ^ and there is nothing but our own lie- 
'gle<9: that can make us miferable. 

If the . People of this Land, would apply them- 
felves ' diligently,, to obferve the Injunftions and 
Precepts of the Church, and walk conformable to 
the moft Excellent Conftirations and Rules, fhe Is 
Founded and Eftablifiied upon, what a happy, 
holy and pious People fhould we be ? All thefe 
things render her truly amiable, and excellent in- 
deed ; and it difcovcrs great Ingratitude, Pride and 
Stubbornefs, to maintain or encourage an Aver- 
fioii a'gainft her ,• Since in many refpech fhe furpaf- 
fcs all thofe- who pretend to feparate for greater 
Purity.' There is nothing I know of, which can 
render a" Church excellent indeed, but this Church 
• abounds with it, as * much as any in the Chriftian 
World J therefore I have abundahce of Reafon, and 
it is my indifpenfible Duty to embrace her Com- 
munion, and decline all' others, this being the moft 
excellent of all. ' ' ' 

IL The Second Argument or Reafon to prove 
thit Conformity is a great 'Duty/ is tjiken ' from the . 
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neceflity of it ; which will appear moft evidently^ 
if we confider feft; that it is our Duty to obey fuch 
as are in Authority over us j Secondly^ that the ten* 
(dency of the whole Gofpel, is to lay all Mankind 
under the Obligations ot Love, Peace, Unity and 
Order. Thirdly, If we confider that whatibever is 
required of us in order to Conformity is LawfuL 
Fourthly, that it is Expedient, jthly, without theDif-* 
charge of this Duty, we can have no fiife Evidence, 
diat we are tn a State of Grace. Sixthly, the necef- 
fity of a Regular Conformity will appear, from the 
Diflfenters great Argument (i. e.) Convuftions. 

L The necedity of fubmittinff to the prefene 
filabUJhment of the Church of England, under 
Chriilian Rulers, appears plainly ; in that we are 
peremptorily commanded to obey M^gift^^tes, and 
all that are put in Authority over us. That this is 
fo, all Men muft grant, the Scriptures being (b 
clear and full, i T^ier 2, 15. 14. 17^ and y, y, 
Tttm 3, I. Rbm. 12 Chapter, in all which places 
Obedience and Suojedion to thofe in Authority, is 
Vehemently urged, from very no|jle and weighty 
j:dnftderations j firft, from Humility, becaufe Goi 
Te0etb the Vrmdy Stubborn, and conceited: 2, 
It is urged for the Lords Sake, the Holy-Ghoft by 
tl^e Apoftle doth entreat and befeech Chriftians 
with great importunity and earneftnefs, to fubmii 

tbemfeivis ta' every Ordinance of Man i naming the 
King as Supreant^ and all that are fent by bimn 
^, From confideration of the End or their high 
and holy Calling, it being for the Tunifljment of 
Ewl-doersy and Praife of tbem that do welL 4^^ 

Becaufe People are una ccountably inclined to ne- 
gle^a this Duty, therefore he faith, fut tbem in Mind 
of it* f , Becaufe there is no Tower hut of God s 
the Supcriour Powers are Go^s Ordinance ^ he hath 
eftablilhed and appointed them. 6, l^rom con- 
federation of the Danger j it is refifting God and 
- • ^ ' pur- 
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purchafin^ -Damnation. 7^ From the effefts it 
Uiould have on the People^ to do good and avoid 
Evil, for tbejf bear not tie Sytfoti iu vainy but are 
Goi^s Afinifiers and Revengers ^ to execute Wrath 
Hfon them that do Evil. 8^ He urges it asuDn^ 
in point of Confde^ce/ as, well as for Fear of 
iPunifhmeh^ ; and laftly, from donfideration of the 
Dues we owe them for their particular Services, in 
their refpediive Calfing^ and Stations j CHw to al 
their dues (as they ^re appointed by Law, whith 
determines all Mens Bights) P^ Tribute to whom 

Tribute is duiy Cufiom to whom Cufiom is' dua (Tythes 
f o whom Ty thes are due) Fear to wbosk Fear^ Ho- 
nour to ivbom Honour^ 

Yet, if even Chriflian Rulers or Governors, in 
Church or State, fhould Command any dung for- 
bidden in the holy Scripttires, or reqtiire any thing 
("as a part of Gods Worlhip and Service) to be obfer-- 
ved by the People asneceffiiry to Salvation,- which 
(jod hath not exprefly commanded in his Word, 
they ought not to be obeyed : But (Bleffed be God) 
we have no fiich Rulers nor Governours to impofe 
iipon our Gonfciences ; thofe things that are accoun- 
ted Impofitfons, are only fuch as are left by the 
Holy-Ghoft to Humane Prudence to appoint j and 
they relate to Time, Place, Gefture, Habit and 
bther Externals of Religion, wiiicb are commanded 
in the Scripture to be Decent, and fuch as tend to 
Edification, and are found ufeful and ierviceable to 
anfvfi^er the End of Government, and promote order 
in the Churchy from all which it appears mod evi* 
dent, that all good Chriftians are under a fpecial 
Obligation to hold Communion with the Church, 
tmleft they would incur the Wjath of God; and his 
Eternal Difplealure, by wilful Difobedience to his 
revealed Will. '^ ;•:,?.. 
• II. That there is a neceffity of Conformity to 
the' Church of Etf^lifra as £ft»jDia&Li>6^ \a^ ^ «^ 
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pejirs furtl>ipr, in. that the Scriptures Command 
L(n»ey Peace and Union , . and forbid Emy , Strife 
and Difccrd. This fecms to be the whole tcnour 
and defign of the Gofpel^ of our BlefTed Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift^ who loved us unto Death, 
^nd |;ave the diflinguiihing Charader between his 
Diifaples and others^ . by that of Love. John 1 3, 
3 J*. Read alfo very carefully Rom. i^^S. 10. and 
If, f. 6. and 12, 3. 9.. 10. 16. 18. CoL ;, 12. 13. 
24. If. Efb. 4, I. 2. 3. 14. ;i«. 32. I Cor. lo, ;2. and 
;r4^ 40. Befides thefe^ all paurts of the holy ^jpturcs 
are fuU of Precepts enjoyningthefe. Duties, which 
are the Divine Graces of the holy Spirit, and eiye 
levere Cautions againft the contrary Vices, calling 
them Works of the Flcfli ; fuch pre envying, evil* 
ipeaJiing, ilrife about Words, and things in their 
own nature indifferent, cenfuring, rafli-judging, 
reviling, or infinuating any thing contrary to 
Trutl^ Jufticc or Charity j and the Holy-Ghoft tells 
us that notwithftandipg lUch pretend to have all 

Knooi/ledgy to ttnderfianfl_ all M/Jhricsy to have all Faith, 
to Jpeaj^ With the Tongues of Men or. of Angels, it 
profits nothing ivithout Charily , for .Charity Jtiffereth 
long and is kind, beai-eth all , things, is not eafiij fro-s 
voked, thinkith no ervil^ and cover eth a multitude of 
Faults. 

It is raofi: plain that all that Diffent from our holy 
Communion, obfervc not thcfc Precepts nor Pro- 
hibitions j i muft confefs fome of our Church as 
\vell as others are not without their Blemifhcs, the' 
I think the fewelt of any, the Moon is not withaut 
her Spots ; but my Soul is filled with Grief to fee 
my Brethren, not only expofe their Mothers Na- 
kednefs, (as Ham did his Fathers) but load her with 
Slanders, Calunyiie^ and Reproaches unjuftly, as 
though flie were no Spoufe of Chrift ,• yet 1 will 
not ceafe to Pray for diem, that God would turn 
their Hparts^ and give them this Excellcpt Gracj of 

Charity, 
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Charity, the grfeateft Ornani^nt ef a Chriftian, and 
incline them " to return into her Bofpm, who will 
be always joyful to receive them, as the Father did 
the Prodigal Son, who retum'd by true Repen- 
tance. / 

Now, fince to Remain feparate, from the true 
Church, is to abartdon all Charity, and difobey all 
the Precepts of the Gofpel, Enjoyning Love, Peace, 
Unity, Self-denial, Obedience and Order j it ap- 
pears to be a great Duty to Conform ,• to live pea* 
ceably with our fellow Chriftians, and as much as is 
poilible to give them no Offence ; to judge Chari- 
tably of their Adions and Demeanours in their 
worfhiping and ferving God, not to cenfure, much 
left to Ijpeak Evil of them j but in all things to com- 
ply with them, fave only where the Scriptures de-^ 
clare it finful : For it is as much Superftition, to 
Teach and Perfwade People, that tho(e things are 
finful or hurtful to Mens Salvation, which are not 
forbidden in the Scriptures j as it is to make thofc 
things neceflary to Salvation, which arc no where 
commanded : From whence 'tis evident, that every 
Meek and Humble Chrirtian, ought readily to 
render Obedience to thofe Precepts, and to be 
Conformable. 

IlL The neceffity of Conforming to the Church 
of EnglanJy as Eftablifti'd by Law, will plainly ap- 
pear ; if wc confider that whatever is required of us 
in order thereunto is lawful,- there is no fin in it. 
The Adverfaries of our Church have managed this 
Argument againft us, with all the Craft imaginable ; 
yet nothing is more evident, than that their AUega- 
rions are vain, compared with thofe folid Reafons 
given by the noble Worthies of the Church of 
JEnglandy who have been engaged in that Contro-* 
veny. 

The firft Reformers, who were the Contrivei*s of 
our Eftabliftraent, ufon the Found.it ion of the Pro-^ 
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' fbets and AfofiUsy Jefiu Cbrifi being the chief 
Ccrner-fiane ; purgfd out whatever was Idolatrous^ 
or Superftitious, keeping tlie Golden mean betweeii 
all Bxtreams^ and a$ hearts pofl^ble to the Primitive 
Pattern ; did in D(;feA^ of it lay down their lives^ 
and are acknowledged by all (brtsofDiifenters^ t6 
iiave (u£fered Martyrdom^ in the caufe of Chirift; 
in Queen Mar/s Reign: They were Men of Eicm- 
plary Piety and Holineis^ Undaunted Patience^ Cbu- 
lage and Refolution amidft all their Slufferings : 
Which Eftabliihment of theirs^ hatti been e(pous'd 
and efteem'd of all godly Kings and Qtieens of this 
Realm ever fince ; not only as Lawful and Good in 
it felf^ but as the molt adequate and proper ineans to 
promote the Power of Go()lineJ&^ to fupport the 
Communion of Saints^ and Efiablifh Peace and Ord^r 
in the Oiurch of God. 

Our Conftitution U admired Abroad by the Wif$ 
ind Gddly ; many of them have comtiiended our 
Church Government as the beft of the whole Re- 
formation^ and is mbft agreable in every thin^ 
CO the Word of God, having nothing in it contrary; 
therottnto : Wherefore it follows, that to hold Com- 
munion with our Church is Lawful ; and, her i^d- 
Vcrfaries difcover themlelveS to be of a^fttSli^e and 
troublefbme temper ih oppofinga Truth fo vifibly 
demonllrated. 

IV. The neceffity of this Duty appears, from thd 
cacpediency of fo doing : For by this mesths we' 
ihall be mod admirably united together in otie holy 
Communion, and^juftly accounted the moft Beau- 
tiful and Excellent part o{ the Chriftisin Religiofi( 
upon the Face of the Earth ; we Ihall draw the Ad-^ 
miration and Efteem of all Mankind, and hk as ter^ 
rible as an Army with Baimerii But While we dof 
(by our unchrmian Diviflons^ Fight againfl eacfal 
other; we not only weaken Chriftianity it felf,; 
but are the deriiioa and fcoxiEi of Papiits; and the: 
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open Enemies of our Chriftian Faicb^ ^nd gr adfio 
the Old Serpent who rejoyceth abundantly^ at our 
DiftraAions and moll lamentable Gonfirfions^ which 
if notcur'd by a Regular Confbrmit^^ will bring 
upon us inevitable Mifery^ Ruin and Deltrui^on. 

The Magiilrates and luch as are in Authority d^ 
require Conformity in all lawful things^ as appears 
by the Canons oi the Churchy and the Afts^ of 
Uniformity : That Conformity is lawful, and nd 
way repugnant, to the Word of God, hathbcea 
abundantly prov'd, and is likewa£b confeft by maxgf 
that leparate, and hold it as an undoubted Maxint 
among them, that the expediency of lawful things 
makes them Duty : Therefore from them we hate 
a fufficient Argument to prove the Point, that Ooh- 
formity is a great Duty : But that which they clncf- 
ly objeA againil us, is this ,* that many things are 
required in Conforming, which are not exprlesfy 
commanded in ihc written Word of God, and ptH^ 
duce the example of Nadab and jihihu who wem 
deftroyed with Fire from Heaven, for doing that 
which God commanded them not, and that of tho 

Children of Ifrael who fet up their Jihomnatlom am . 
the Hdufe of Gody who Built again the High Pia^es of 
Baal, and eaufed their Sons and Daughters to faji 
through the Fire unto Molech , which God com^ 
fHonded tb&n not. Alafs ! Theie things Qcd was' 
fo far from Commanding, that he had forbid them 
to do fo long before, and this was a pofitifre Tranf-^ 
greflion of his Will j moreover^ they made it a great 
part of their Religious Worfhip, and neceflary to 
their Salvation, as they did afterwards waffaing of 
Hands, and divers other fuperftirious things ; wj^ich 
became fo by the ftreft they put upon them, and 
the Virtue or Holineft they made the People believe 
ibvas in fuch Obfetvances, diftind from the Aucho- 
Tity of RttkrS j teaching thereby fof Do(3:rincs the 

Com- 
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Commandments of Men, whereby they made tie 

Commands of God of no Effect by their Traditions, 

But in Conformity to our fettled Conftitution of 
Religion in England i what is there impos'd as ne- 
ceffary to Salvation, that God hath not commanded 
in his Word ? There is nothing that could ever yet 
be proved, to convince any rational thinking and 
unbiaffed Perfon^ who is the only proper Judge in 
tliis cafe : For that which is ncceffary to Salvation, 
is not alterable by any Law of Man j yet all thofe 
things required in order to Conformity, are alterable 
and may be chang'd as thofe in Authority fee caufe, 
for the Peace and Safety of the thurch j therefore 
they are indifferent, and not neceifary in them- 
ielves fimply, but accidentally, as it is ^our Puty to 
obey the higher 'Powers^ in things that . are not 
Sinful, whom to Refifi^ is to Rejijl the Ordinance of 
^■^^ and they that Rejiji fiall recei've to tbemfel'ues 

tationy Rom. 15* i, 2, j. And when God 
tEres^tens thus, we had need look to it, as a matter 
of great Importance to our- Salvation, and be very 
careful that we be not deceived, for there are. many 
deceivers gone forth into the Worlds that regard , 
not fuch places of Scripture, and are not afraid to 
fpeak evil of Dignities ; which makes me tremble 
to think what Account they will be able tft give, to 
God the Righteous Judge who will one Day reckon 
for all thefe things. ^ • r ^ 4 « 

This is a weighty cafe of Confcience, and it is 
ftrange to fee them that have very tender Confci- 
ences in other matters, make no Confcience of this / 
although the Scriptures fay peremptorily they mtifi 
needs be Subject for Confcience fake^ Rom. . i }, 5*. 
But why fhould I wond-er at this ? Since I my felf 
have been deceived in the fame manner, by belie- . 
vipg the Teachers among the Diffenter?, whom 1 
judged jb wife, as to know how to prove the Church 
of Effghnd guilty of SinJul Tmpofitions, and fo^ 
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gobd^ as not to deceive us for a Thouland Worlds. 
This was my Cafe^ and I prefume is the chiefeft 
Reafon, why the common People among Diflenters 
are to ftrangely imposed upon, who rely on the 
Judgrtlent, and (feeming) Integrity, Zcalor Holi^ 
nefs of their Minifters, without diligently Exami- 
ning the matter themielves: Not conddering. that' 
frailMiwi is fubjecSt to be deceived, and the Scrip- 
tures muft be fulfilled, which fay, that wicked Men 
and Seducers grow worfe and worfe, deceiving and 
being fJeceived ; from" all which the rieceffity of 
Conforming to the Eftablilh'd Religion of the Na- 
tion plainly appears. 

V. The neceflity of this Duty doth further ap- 
pear, in order to Evidence true Grace in the 
Heart: We have no folid Foundation to think 
we are in a State of Grace, except we have 
an univerfal Reined unto all God's Comma 
ds the Man after God's own Heart fald, Pfal. 1 1\ 
and our bleffed Saviour faith, if ye love me, 
my Commandments, not only this, or that, but all; 
For a partial Obedience is a certain fign of Hypo- 
erifie. ^ Where Obedience is Evangelical, it is alio 
Univerfal. A gracious Soul is ready to fay, ffeak 

Lord thy Servant heareth j Declare thy Will, and 

lo I am ready to perform it : Behold now in this 
jcafe J God will have us be fubjed to the Higher 
Powers, as being Ordained by him, but how many 
(by their Aftions) do in eflfeca fay,we will not Obey ? 
This is an ill Sign, and ' Wo be to them at laft, 
tvho ffiall be found partial in their Obedience. As 
for my* part, I think it highly neceflkry to Obey 
Ibch PrecJepts of the Gofpel, as well as others ; and 
except I Conform, I cannot render an Univerfal 
Obedience, nor Evidence my Love to Chrift. 

VI. I may add the Diffenters greaterf: Argument 
they ufe for Separation,, to provp the necefficy of 
Conforming,, viz,. Becaufe I am convinc'd in my 
Conisieiice tlmt Conformity is moft agreeable to the 
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Word of God, therefore it is my Duty to Conforms 
iThfe is the laft Refuge for all Dilfenters ; when they 
have no other Reafon left to produce for feparating^ 
then fay they, we are convinced in our Confciencfs 
that it is our Duty, and we mull not aft againtt our 
Confciences : To all thofe that are convinc'd, that 
to Conform to the Difciplin of the Church of England 
is a Sin, it is fo. " 

This Refuge is common to all forts of Seftaiies ; 
and this Argument affords me as much Relief as any 
of them ,• but I thank God I have other and better 
Reafons to infifl upon ; only what hath been faid 
may fuffice to prove .the necemty of Conforming to 
the good Old Way of the Church of England, in 
Point of Duty. 

HL The third Reafon or Argument^ is taken 
[om the great Benefits that attend the confciencious 
Formance of this Duty ; and they relult from the 
hderation of the following particulars; firft, God's 
ICcial Favour and Blcffing, Secondj^ Peace of Coi>- 
fcience, Third|f Credit to Religion, Fourthly Profit^ 
Tranquility and outward Peace and Comfort. 

I. The Benefit which attends this great Duty of 
Conforming to the Religion Eflablifhed by Law; 
is, that it entitles us to God's fpecial Favour and 
Bleffing : He that enjoyns us to fender due Obe- 
dience to all his Laws, and direfts us Chriftians, to 
maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, 
^nd fhews us the ill Confequences of Separation and 
Divifion ; will not forget liich as do it out of ReC- 

{jed to him, but will Crown their Endeavours of 
erving him in all Refpeds, wirh his Favour ar>d 
Blefling here, and Glory hereafter: For God will 
be a Sun and a Shield, he will give Grace and Glory, 
and no good thing will he with-hold from them that 
Walk^uprightly j whereasif Men are partial in their 
Obedience, God will abhor all their good Services, 
becawfe they have not a Refped co all his Command- 

nients. 
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tnent& .^ God is well pleas'd to fee his Servants walk 
in Unity and Peace, endeavouring to keep Con^ 
fciences void of Offence towards God and towards 
Man ; upon them he lifts up the Light of his Coun« 
tenance^ and tenders them as the Apple of his Eye ; 
they fhall be (ecure under the Shadow of his Wings^ 
and Ihall be Preferv'd in the perilous times^ and in 
the Days of Famine they fliall have enough. 

God is delighted with Obedience^ niore than with 
Sacrifice^ and is better pleafed with keeping his 
Commands^ than with the Fat of Rams j the united , 
Prayers and Praifes of his Church, from Devout 
Hearts, in Places Dedicated to the Honour of his 
Name, (being according to the Mind of the Spirit) 
are more acceptable to him than all Sacrifices, or 
whole Burnt Offerings, as being the Blelfed lE»fk6t 
of a Regular Conformity from a true fence of Dui^ 
and Confcience. jj^fi 

II. Another great Benefit, by a fincere Diichi ^ 
of this Duty, is Peace of Confcience i They . tfiac 
negled this Duty, cannot have that true Peace: 
wmch God hath promifed. Great Peace have all 
they that keep thy Commandments j white others . 
are tormented with fcruples of Confcience, with 
Doubts and Fears, with anxieties of Spirit and 
trouble of Mind, becaufe they contend and flrivs 
againft their Superiors, and the Laws that fhould 
govern them : Thefe by a holy and unfeigned Sub- 
miflion, are melted into an entire Obedience^ 
which does adminifter Joy, Peace and Comfort to 
their Minds, profound Serenity and Quietude to 
their Confciences, they have all Clouds of Feat 
utterly difp^rs'd ,- which frequently furround the 
others with Storms and Tempcfts of Trouble and 
Difcontent { therefore this is a great Benefit which 
attends Conformity. 

III, Credit to Religion / What is more bale and 
fordid, than to be always quarrelling about Trifles. ' 

C % %:sA. 
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ahd things that are in their own Nature indifferent ?' 
Or what more Honorable than a chearful and ready 
tompliance, to what is Lawful and\ Juft j and ap- 
pointed to a moft excellent End and Purpofe i To 
deny the Power of Chriftian Rulers in the external 
Matters of Religion, is to deny the Apoftles Do- 
Arine, who teacheth and exhorteth that all things in 
the Church ftiould be done to Edification, and di- 
reds them to be done .with Decency and Order j 
and therefore faith. Obey them that have the Rule 
over you : Whence it becomes a great Crime, to 
(difpute with or) oppofe what our Rulers have done 
purluant to thofe Commands, and to fuch good 
Ends . as the holy Apoftle St. Paul there Mentions^ 
It is a great- Credit and Reputation to our Chri- 
ftian Profeflion, to be found Obedient and Confor- 
mable in all thofe things that are not repugnant to 
g»p;R^velation of the Mind of Chrift. 
' IV. Another great Benefit that attends a diie 
Conformity to the Eftablifli'd Religion, is Profit, 
Tranquility and outward Peace ,• hereby pious and 
devout Chrifti^s, are qualified for publick Services, 
both in Church and State ,• and I would to God that 
the Adminiftrarion of all our publick Affairs in this 
Nation, (and the whole World) were only ia fuch 
Hands j then might we juftly exped a Bieffing 
from above, and that glorious Reformation that 
hath been fo long wirti'd for : But the Diflenters 
plead for this Benefit, as a priviledge belonging to 
their Birth-right ; while they Profeu an averfion to 
our prefent Ellablifliment, and ftudy Innovations to 
overthrow our Conftitution. O that all the Profef- 
Ibrs of Chriliianity would bend their Minds to Obe- 
dience and Love ! And thereby qualifie themfelves 
for fucb great Advantages ; by which they might 
bring Honour to God and Religion, and be in-, 
flru mental to promote a Reformation in the World ,• 
befides Advantage to themfelves an J Families, not 

only 
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only by raifing their own Fortunes, but by laying 
a Foundation to bring up a Generation to accom- 
plifli fo glorious an Enterprife, with the Concur- 
rence of a divine Hand' furthering their pious and 
godly Deri|;ns. 

'Tis true, as well as lamentable ^ that thefe out- 
ward Advantages of our Conftitution, fill the Church 
and State, with covetous and worldly-minded Men, 
who only (eek to advance their Fortunes that they 
may confume them upon their Lufts, or referve 
them to InfeA their Pofterity with Concupifence, 
Covetoufnels, or Pride of Life, to the difhonour of 
God, and fcandal of Religion. I pray God Al- 
mighty to incline the Hearts of our Nobles, and 
Governors, to fearch into this niattter, and to make 
Choice only of fuch into Places of Truft and Power 
Ecdefiaftical and Civil, as are not only of Courage 
and Condud, but whofe Piety and Humility are 
Vifible Indications of their being the Servants of the 
living God. 

Bleiied be God, we have a Queen Zealous fcr the 
Honour of his Name, ftudious and careful to main- 
tain Religion, upon thole \^fe Eftablifhments that 
the firft Reformers and Martyrs- of God (guided by 
his Spirit, in Conjundion with Lawful Authority) 
did Iiiftitute and appoint for the Benefit and Gom^ 
fort of the godly : Whofe Mildnefs, Charity, and 
other princely Virtues God is pleafed to Crown 
with Succefs, by making her Armies vi<aorious 
againft the Common Enemy, and choofing her to 
be the immediate Inftrumcntof hisjufticeand Power 
in humbling an afpiring Monarch, proteding the 
Rights of injur'd Princes, and fecuring the Re- 
form'd Religion to our Pofterity for evermore j to 
convince the World that Power and Strength is only 
from God, who can Execute the fame by the Hands 
of a Woman, when direded to a right End. He 
did once before fubdue the Power of an Invincible 
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\/rmaJo by the Hands of another Pious Queen of ciir 
own Nation, Elizabeth of Bleffed Memory , who was 
likewife zealous to fecure our Holy Religion by Ex* 
cellent Laws made in her Reign. 

The Lord God Almighty give our Gracious Queen 
Wifdom from above , and make her Inftrumental to 
fetfle a lafting Peace among the Nations that are 
iJivided ; that all the World may fee that God Rules 
amonc the Children of Men , and hath chofen her 
MajelTy for eminent Services in his Church , not 
only to defend the Reformation in general , but to 

five an Example to other Nations, to fuppreis all 
•rofanenefs and Immorality , by the due Execution 
of good Laws ; and conferring Favours and Offi- 
ces of Truft on fuch only who abound in Virtue and 
Goodnefs, that there may be a Holy Emulation 
abroad as well as at home, who fhall excel in So- 
briety and Godlineft, which will have a gi-eat in*. 
fluence in reforming the World. 

Chriftian Rulers exercifing their Power and Au- 
thority , are as the ApoftleJ faith , a terror to Evil- 
doers, but a praife to them that do ^yell : And 
wo to thofe Rulers that fet up Evil-doers. , and de- 
fpife them that do well. King Dawd a Man after 
God's own heart , faid , the Wicked fliall not dwell 
in my Houfc^and he that telleth lies iliall not tarry in 
my fight J much lefs the profane Swearers , and 
Vain-gloripus Debauchees. There are many Men 
of Eminency and Wifdpm, Sobriety and Virtue, 
whofe Qualifications render them ufefiil and fervice- 
able to the Government, and whofe modefty feems 
to be their Crime, that lie hid behind the Curtain, 
invifible to the Eyes of the Publick, where they 
might do great good : When at the fame time, iAon 
pf weak Capacities , and great Immoralities , by In- 
tereft and Flatteries, Confidence and Importunity 
prowd themfelves into the viejy of the PublicJc, 
wl^er??fiey gre r^qeiv^d., ^dli^come Authors of 
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nnfpeakablc Mifchiefs , tothefcandal of Religion 
and>offence of Almighty God, who will require it 
at the Hands of thofej wnofe duty it is to find out all 
prudent methods to prevent it. 

If Men of Prudence and Condud > Virtue and 
Piety , free from Immorality and Vice, had the fole 
Adminiftration of Publick Afl^irs , we fhould never 
want the defence of the Almighty, nor the Bleflings 
of Heaven ; For then the Throne fhould be Eftabli- 
fte5 in Righteoufnefs, and Glory fhall dwelj in our 
I-and. And it is to be wi/h'd that our Diffenting - 
Brethren, (among whom are many worthy, emi- 
nent and deferving Men ) would religioufly qualify 
themfelves according .to our Eilablifli'd Cdnftitution 
(as in duty they are bound) for Polls of Honour and 
Profit, wherein they might be ufeful, and do good 
in their Generations ; which cannot be done while 
they maintain their feparate AlTemblies , which fo- 
ment our Differences and lengthen our Sorrows ,• But 
I would advife them by no means to remain difaffeded 
to the Publick , nor Enemies to their own Intereft, 
outward Peace and Tranquility , by needlefs Scni- ' 
pies oppofed to plain and evident Duty. From all 
which it appears that Conformity is a great Duty, 
fince it Entitles us to the Favpiar of God and his Blef- 
fing ; to Peacp in our own Minds and Confcicnces,\ 
iince it brings Credit and Reputation to Religion, 
^nd is gttended with great Advantages of doing good 
iij the World, jatijid prompting our profperity in the 
^njoyment of pntvvard Bleflings- God grant we 
ipay be flirred pp to the dlfcharge of our Duty from 
the Confideration of 'the many Benefits that attend . 
the ^me. 

* 4. The fourth Reafon or Argument to prove Con- 
formity a Duty is taken from the confideration of 
the great difad vantages that attend an obftihace Re- 
filial J and they are many , being diametrically op- 
pofite to tl^e i^nefits afore-menticned , . ^pid arQ 
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brought upon themfelves by inconfideration ^ and 
want of humility and hearty feeking unto the 
Lord. 

They that Conform dp well , and Rulers are only 
^ terror to them that do evil, if thou do well thou 
ftalt have praife of the fame , but if Qvil , be afraid, 
for he beireth not the Sword in vain, but is the Mi- 
nifter of God a Revenger, to Execute Wrath upoq 
them that do evil, ^Rgm. §;, 3. 4. They that.re- 
fufe to Conform when both God and Man Requirq 
It from them , are guilty of a great evil , by dit 
pleafing both without Benefit or Advantage. The 
Mad World, who care not how much they difpleafe 
God, will notwithftanding be diligent topleafe Men 
from whom they exped to receive Benefit ,• Never-^i^ 
thele(s thefe Will venture upon^ the difpleafure of 
both to pleafe their own Humour and parties. And 
thofe that are truly gracious among them, God will 
either bring to Repentance for this fin, or ©Ife foUov/ 
them with Calamines and Ami(5Hons all the days of 
.their lives, either outward in their Bodies and Eftates^ 
or inward in their Souls by fpiritual DefertionSj^ 
and with-holding from th^m the light of his Coun- 
tenance, for there is no true Peace to them that do 
evil. As for wicked Men and Seducers , tho' they 
may profper in t*he World, and meet with little trou- 
ble, yet. it will be bitternefs in the latter end , their 
gunifhment being referved to another World ^ if 
cing exprefly faid , they that refift ( that is wil- 
fully and againft the light and conviftiohs of their 
Confciences ) Ihall receive to thcmfelve§ Damna- 
tion. The difadvantage? of refufing to yield a Re- 
gular Conformity to the Church Eftablifli'd by Law, 
will further appear in confidering the next ReaKbn 
or Argument, taken. ^ 

y. Fifthly , from the great mifchiefe that attend 
SeparatioJi and Divifion, and thefe mifchieft are ma- 
ny : but I ihall only inflance in thefe fix. i. Pride^ 
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3i, Contention, j. Envy, 4. Giving Offence, y. 
Schifm, 6. Athexim and Deifin. 

I. Pride, All Separation and Divifion from an 
Eftablifhed Church, that is found in her Fundamen- 
tals, and free from Idolatry and Supcrftition, pro- 
ceeds from Ptidc. To prove this needs no great 11^ 
luftration, fince it is moft obvious to all humble 
Chriftian Men and Women in the World j that we 
Jrave here in 'Bnglandy a Holy and Pure Conftitution 
of Religion both in Dodrine and Difcipline , in tho 
dev^t Methods and diligent profecution of whole 
Injunftions and Precepts, Inftrudions and Dodrines, 
|io Man can fail of knowing his Duty, or perfor- 
ming it fb, as to be acceptable to God, through the 
merits of Jefus Chrift j which will adminifter to 
him an abundant entrance into the everlafting 
Kingdom of our Lord ' and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
Doth it not therefore argue great Pride and exalted 
Arrogance , to rejed: this Chriftian Eftablifhment, 
which will infallibly lead us to Heaven , except it 
tc our own fauft ? Certainly 'tis Pride that exalts 
Men beyond the bounds ofModeration and Dutyjthat 
makes *em fwell with high conceits and giddy no- 
tions, defpifing all things (Civil and Sacred) that 
are not of their own Contrivance j 'tis Pride that 
Foments their Paffions, and works 'em to a temper 
of uneafinefs and difcontent; 'tis conceit of their 
own Wifdom or Holinefs above that of their Bre- 
thren that puffs them up to contemn and revile 
ifiich as are betted than themfelves , that makes them 
unealy to fubmit to higher Powers and . wholfom 
Laws, or the Lawful Commands of Superioursj^ 
^nd puts them upon devices to overthrow and de-? 
molim the beft of Conftitutions , and traduce the 
beft of Men, to,fet up in oppofition their own Chi- 
mera's , Fancies and Inviations, be the confequences 
what they will. In fine Pride can fubmit to nothing 
>yherein Obcdienpe, Love or Humility is concern'd. 
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mnd is a greatMifchief attending Separation from our 
publick Conftitution of Religion in EngUmi^ 

2. Gmttntion^ That this is a great evil^ and an ef- 
fed of Separation is vifible to all perceiving rational 
Men^ and is a fhame to our Chnftian Profeffion^ as 
well as to the Reformation it felf^ which by an ho- 
ned and confcientious difcharge of this Duty of 
Conformity would be extind^ and then we ifhould 
be all united in Love and Peace , bring much Ho- 
liour and Glory to God , Credit to the Reformation, 
and incline^ the God of Peace to. multiply his Blef- 
&^ upon us. This Contention is the Daughter of 
Pride, and Mother of t^yvy^ Hatred^ Malice and 
Refuenge. Hence we have a moft deform'd figure 
of Chriftianity , and the true Charader of Hypo- 
crifie difplay^d, which is the juft Judgment .of God 
upon us for dividing and feparating trom a true Re- 
formed Church of JefusChriftEftabfifh'd under Chxi^ 
fiian Rulers. 

Is it not a fhame to fee, conceited ignorant Men, 
lowing the Seeds of difcord amongii honefl well 
meaning People , who are inclin d to be Religious^ 
but eafiiy impos'd upon and deluded, by the Crafts 
Impudence, 2nd feeming SanEiity of Imfofiofs ? I 

once happened to beat a (lore in Maryland, in a 
Room adjoyning there, were many People waiting 
(drinking Punch) among ^om y^2s ^.n Anabaftifi 
Treacher ; I had occafion to. Write a Letter^ and 
fcemed not to mind the Preachers Difcourfe , who 
was all the while infinuating to the Company, that 
*f he Church of E»f/^if// was a very corrupt Church, 
abominable through bcr many Superfiitlonsy and un^ 

found DoSrines aqd Wickednef[es which' they pradi- 

ped aifd tolerated in their Church. After I had done, 
1 call d him toapcount for what he hadfaid^ and 
ask'd him how he durft declare fuch Lyes and Fal- 
Jhoods before fo many People, \yho might be in- 
Iplin'd to believe hiui , or be feduced by him. ^ He 

' ^ jufti- 
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luftificd it to be all trae^and would undertake to prove 
It. You charged the Church ( faid I ) to be abo- 
minably Super^tious y pray let the Company know 
what Superilition is, and then prove the Church of 
England guilty of it ; he trifled, and would evade the 
matter 3 and fall upon other Arguments. I then 
inftruded the People in the nature of Superilition, 
which he could not deny, but did not underfland be* 
fore, proved that the Church of England was not guil- 
ty of it, but that the Diilemers and Papifts were both 
guilty , and this Preacher was an Incendiary to 
lundle the Flames of DiiTention in the Church, to 
the Deftrudion of Pea^e and Unitjf in Religion, 
contrary to our Blelfed Lord, and his Apoftles, and 
all true Preachers of the Gofpel ; and Itopp'd him 
in his career of Impudence to the fatisfadioh of the 
whole Company. I knew another ignorant ram- 
bling Preacher, who could neither Write EngUjh, 
nor Senfejovx had confidence to a Miracle ,* he ieem'd 
a Saint, and wherever he came was admired and 
followed J but meeting with oppofition from the^ 
New-England Mlnifiers^ became DiitraAed at New-' 
Torky recovered again, and after feveral other 
Rambles, betook himfelf tq a^JRrivateer, where I 
have heard him Curfe and Swpar, as well as Pray 
and Preach^and would BoxorWreftle with any Man 
aboard. Thefe conceited Souls, having a fuffi- 
cient fiopk of Impudence ^ putting on Sheepi 
Clothings and having a fluent Tongue and the sftJf 
of Whining, pafs for Gofpel Angels^ and are revered 
and admired by the unffable Multitude, as the grea- 
teft Patrons of a more pure and undefiled Religion ; 
But all this while are Authors of Strife , Contention^ 
Clamour J and innumerable Mifchiefs to the Church 
of God, upbraiding and reviling the Rulers of his 
People, and inveigling the Innocent and Unwary to 
their private Opinions and Pradices, againft the 
Peace of the Publick , and all the Rule^ of Charity 
giveii by-our Saviour. WWIq 
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While thefe Eruptions and Convulfions (caufed 
by the Separation) remain in Cbrifi's myfiicalBodyy 
we cannot hope for a healthfiil Constitution of the 
feme J but thefe Contentions and Jars muft be 
purg'd out by Obedience and Conformity y if ever we 
cxpe<a to fee a healthful State of the Church here 
upon Earth. This Contention in Religion arifes 
principally about Words, Perfons, or Things in their 
own Nature indifferent ^ which is all contrary ta 
the Nature of the Gofpel, and forbidden : And the 
Apoftle St. Vaul declares all fuch Profeffors to be 
Carnal ; while one faith, I am of Paul, another I am 
§f Apollos, a Third / am of Cephas. 

To contend earnefilj for the Faith of Jefus Cbrifi, 
in oppofrtion to Jewsy Mahometans y Idolaters ^ &c. 

is an incumbent Duty ; "but to contend with one 
another, or with our Superiors about things indiffe- 
rent relating only to external Performances, and no 
where forbidden in lioly Scripture, is a great Sin, 
and highly difpleafingin the fight of Almighty God : 
Btftifany ManQv^ovci2tn or even whole Commu- 
nities together feem to be Contentious^ (\n fuch matters 
which are Eflablifli'd according to St. Taui's Rule 
for Order and Ddfcency^ we have no fuch Cufiom^ nor 
the Churches of God. .it 

III. Another great Evil that attends Separation, 
is Envy, with all it's poifonous Eflfeds.^ This is a 
natural Confequent of Separation and Divifion : 
Hence propeeds all the Slanders, Lyes, Calumnies, 
Reproaches, ill ufage and treatment the eftablilflied 
Church hath met with from Separatifb; of all forts ,• 
as for example, firft the Presbyterians, the moft 
moderate of whom was Mn Richard Baxter y a Man 
who fubmitted to lay Communion with the Church 
oi England y and was found very devout in her Wor- 
ship and Service, and wrot in Defence of moft • of 
her Ceremonies ; Yet at other times he hath treated 
her very fcurvily 4s you may fee in the Preface of 

his 
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his Bpok concerning Church Gov«mment, where 
he is pleafed to fay thus. ^^ The Epilcopacy of the 
Church of England is abfolutcly.*'Cohtrary to the 
holy Scriptures, and the pradici of the Primitive 
Church J it is not compatible with the Peace of 
the Church, nor the Civil State j it is the caufe 
of air Seds and Herefies, Schifms and Divifions 
^ which have' rent, torn, and infefted England 
^^ above this Hundred Years j banilheth all kind of 
*^ Reformation in Religion and good Maijiners ; 
^^ /huts the Doors againft the Entrance of the Do- 
^^Dodrine and Difpiplin of Jefiis Chrift; lets 
^Moofe the Reins to all Debauchery, Intempe- 
'^^ ranee. Luxury and Idleneft ^ makes Pallors Lazy 
^in their Miniftry, &c. 
Now, pray whence proceeds all thefe Caluqjnies, 
Lyes, and bitter Reproaches but from Envy ? For 
none that feparate, can have love for that Church 
upon which they turn their Backs, but muft fpeak 
Evil of her to mftify their Separation. 

Hear likewife the Calumny and Detradion of the 
Independants : Dr. DumouUn in vindicating their 
Caule, faith in ,his Tenth Chapt. thus. " They 
^^ have attempted to bring in Images, and (b to paw 
^^^frotn thence to 'Worfiiip them J every where the 
^^ Altars are heW^ (et up, on purpofe no doubt to 
^^ make there the Sacrifice of the Mafs to Smoak — - 
^^ ThQ Ordin*tiorfOf Romifh Paftors is held for good, 
^^ and for that of, the true Church of Jefus Chrift ,- 
'^ and on the ^ tft'her Hand that of the Reformed 
^^ Churches is void and null, and becaufe they had 
^^ not the mark of the Beaft upon their Fore-head, 
^^ where kt Mbnfieur Claude is extreamly offended : 
'— rfhe Dodors of the Church oi England y as 

Thorndike^ Taylor^ Bramhal,. Patrick^ Sherlock, ^c. 

have fweetned the Dodrines of Rcme^ to make 
them reliih and go down the better with Proce- 
^ Hants. And ia the 14 Ghapt. of the feme Book \i% 
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iakh ; ^^ A famous Divine in his JPre&ce to the 
Englifh TranOatipn of the Novcky of Popery, 
mluncaining very zealoufly the fame thing in favour r 
of the Diicipline of the Church of England^ as 
*' Monfieur La Roque hath done in Favour of thoie 
** in France j if I were (faith he) to fpeak with 
'^ French Men I would endeavour to convince them 
•^ fully that we retain in England more of the Pri- 
^ micive and Apoftolick Government than all thq 
'* other C hurches in the World. , Pr. Ltojfd and 
'^ Ttllotfm fay the fame thing. But I believe that 
^^ this Conformity is much like to that which is.be- 
'^ tween Jefus chrift and St. Francis, For I do 
openly maintain that of all the Eftablifhments of 
Religion, that of the ^hwxchoi Englandy is wideft 
'^ from the Difqipline and Pradice of the Antient 
^ Chriftians, &c. 

Mr. Stephen Lobb^ in the Couiiter-plot for Union 
fage I. Reprefents the Dean of St. Tauls as the Au- 
thor of a Defign to bring in Popery, and faith thus,' 
that the Author of the Defence of the Dean, with 
(bme others, did vehemently carry on the Defign, 
which was feemingly but begun by Dr. Stilling^ 
fleet. In the Preface he endeavours to reprefent 
the BiHiops as the Kings greateft Enemies, and in 
the middle of the Book he Labours to reprefent the 
Church of EnHand Schifmatical, and the Gover- 
nours thereof Schifmaticks j wj^h abundance of 
other Stuff too tedious to rehearfe* 

Moreover, they whofe leifure will permit them to 
look into the Writings of the Anabaftlfis and fa- 
kers ; will find their Books full of Invedives, Falf- 
hoods. Slanders and vain Boaflings ; even denying 

our Minijlryy Ordinances and whole Religion to be of 
God : And declaring themfelves to be ' the holy Seed^ 
and the peculiar Portion and Inheritance of Almighty 

God ^ whom he hath Chofen to declare the Truth 

' while 
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while we remain in Egjftian Darknefs^ fcrvinc diTcri ^ 
Lulls and Plcafures, having only a form of Godli- 
nefe, 6ut denying the Power thereof. Thi^s vaia 
glortous Perfons, void oi Charity ViA found Judgment i 
conceit themfelves to be always in the right^ and 
thofe that differ from them to be always in the 
wrong J againft whom they fhoot their ^Arrfws^ 
even bitter Words ; thundering out Anatbemd% agaii^ 
them^ and againfl their whole Religion and Wor* 
(hip^ which mey fhun and avoids as they would die 
Fefiilence or any other deadly Contagion. All which 
things proceed from the Flem^ and from ^nunfanSH- 
fied Spirit ; void of the true Lights which leadeth tio 
Lovey Vnit/2nd Obedience / whereas the other leadeth 
to Envjy Hatredy Malice and all Uncharitablenefsy (vCfSi 

which, we in our* dayly Prayers, humbly befeech 
God to deliver ui. 

I have been often grieved to hear the Prayers of 
(bme DifTetiters, in their Publick AfTemblies, being 
as full of Vanity and Folly as void of Charity } to pre- 
vent which fore Evil, our Church hath appoijoted 
a form of found Words ^ that with one Mouth and ont 
Voicey ive may glorifie our Father v>bii:h is in Heaven. 
I fhall conclude this Head with reha^ting a certaim 
Pailkge I met with at a Meeting in Horflydawn South* 
warky 28 OSlob. 1704. The Preacher there, (befides 
his new Syfieni of Diwnityy which was altogether 
ftrange about Chrift's Appearance 1000 Tears m die 
New Heavens y and^ the New Earthy and the New 
City y at the fime of the ReJtitution% of all thipgi^ 
faid, that die Fafifis and Plungers gave, away 
fomq of the Commandments, and if he did but 
go from Wejtminfier to Wafpingy and ask'd all the 
Minifters he met with by the way, which of the 
Ten Commandments they could difpence with ; 
he faid, they were fuch complying or cbniplaifant 
Gentlemen, that one would be willing to part with 
one^ another would part with a fecond, and fo fuc- 
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ceffively , until they had given away all the Com-^ 
mandmints of God. He faid moreover in the fame Scr- 
irion y that the Papifts holding the Errors of their 
Church, and the Plungers denying the Holy Seed^ 
dying as fuch without Repentance, could not he fa^ueJ. 
He alfo told his Congregation, that he heard a 
Minifter. of tpe Church of England in his Sermon laft 
Thankfgiving Day fo uncharitable, as to exclude all 
from the Holy CatBoUck Church ^ that were not oi 
their Communion : Which lyes no doubt the poor de- 
luded innocent People believed very dmcutly^ who 
by thefe and fuch like means, are incited to defpife 
and envy the Church, whereby all -Unity and L<yue 
is obftruded , Obedience and Veace are abdicated^ 
and an Article of our Creed loft j which is the Com- 
munion of Saints. 

Thefe fhort hints are fufficient, to /how what At- 
tempts ^re made againft Unity by envious and ma^ 
licjous Spirits, who ufe all endeavours againft this 
great Duty of Conformity ^ and that is no fmall Mif- 
chief that attends Separation from a true Church of 
Chrift Eftabhfh'd under Chriftian Governours. 

4. Another evil of Separation is, gi'uing 'Offence : 
Our Saviour faith. Wo unto the World hecaufe of 
Offences y it muff needs be that Offences come^ but ivo 
to him by whom the Offence cometb. This 

mifchief of Separation is an Offence not only to 
Chriftian Princes and Rulers, thofe great Men in 
Authority, who with great Zeal and Sincerity, Wif- 
dom and Tendernefs^ have Eftablifhed thefe Orders 
and Riiles ^3r our outward Behaviour in God s Holy 
Worfliip and Service ; But alfo to the Godly, and 
all fuch as love Obedience and Peace. 
. The whole Nation from time to time, by the 
Wifeft and moft Religious Men they could choofo 
in all the Kingdom for theirReprefentatives in Parlia- 
ment have approved them, as moft agreeable and fit 
for the Pradice of all humble and pious Chriftians 

ihroughoui 
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thrbtighoat the Land ; It is a Law of otir triaking tcl 
Svhich Obedience and Conformity is required : Theft 
lare they whom we are commanded to obey in all 

lawful tilings ^ for tbt Lwrisfah^ and for CoHfcietUt 
fake I and \sy a Divine Authority derived from 
God, are impowr'd to make Laws ( even about Re- 
ligion) that tend to Decency and Carder, !• Con 
14. ult. But Separation and Difbhedience making 
Parties and Confederacies, diftinig^Meeting^ and A^ 
femblies in oppofition to the Smlick j give Juft 
Caufe of Offence , whereunto the wo is denounced^ 
It is al(b a hainous Refledion, upon the Wifdoth^ Sin^ 
terity j flety and Honefiy of the firft Reformers and 
Martyrs, as well as upon the Proteftant it/^^x , and 
^eens^ and ParliafHentSj that have been ever fince tht 
Reign pfK. Henry the VIIL unto this prelent time, 
who, (in their godly Zeal^ have defended, ^ppro-^ 
Ved and continued this our Holy Conftitution unta 

tis, to this day. But it tnuft needs be that Offences come ; 
not that God wills theih or approves them y but they 
proceed from the malice of the De^vH, who (as our 

Saviour faith) Sou/ed the Tares amon^ the fVbeatj thit 

is the Seeds of Difcord and Contention in the Church 

of God , but ivo to them hy vfhom this £vil conies. 

^. Separation from a true Church of Jefus Chidft 
Ellablim'd in a Nation ,- leads into the dangerous 
gulf of Schifih. There are no juft Grounds for Se- 
paration from (uch a Church, but in the Cafe ofldo^ 
latry ov grofs Superfiition : And in both thefe Refpe As 
Separation from t^opery becomes J/(/? , andean ih 
no wife be charged wi<h Schifm. Schifm in the fence ^ 
1 now take it^ is no nlOre than a caufelefs Sepaia-* 
tion, fiich as all Diffenters are guiltj of, ( by forfa- 
king the Communion of the Church or England, whom 
» they cannot juflly charge with thofe Crimes J and 
^tis a Branch of tht Grand Schifm whereby Men afe 
cut off from the Body ofChr\fi. 

Thb fm of Schifm is defined by MtMarks Povey^ int 

D ills 
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his Book of Holy Thoughts on a God made Many in 
thefe words, page 429. ^^ Schifm may be taken for> 
^^ and is comprehended, in any one, or in ail of thefe 
^* following particulars ; A Defertion or Departing 
" from the Church of God j living an unholy and 
*^ (candalous life ; flighting the Precepts and Rules 
" of the Gofpel ; running into Errors aiid idolatrous 
Opinions ; deriving the Divinity of Chrift, and 
the Articles of JU Chriftian Faith j Want of Love 
and Charity to Hrethren, and making Breaches and 
*^ Diffentions among the People of God about things 
*^ indifferent, and no way neceflary to Salvation. 

Schifm being comprehended in any one of ihem 
particulars as that Author faith, who allows the 
Church of England to be a true Branch of the Univtr^ 
fai Church} and faith in the firft and laft Articles^ 
that a Defertion or Departing from the Church of 
God , and want of Love and Charity to Brethren, 
making Breaches and DifTemions among the! People 
of God about things indifferent and no Way rela- 
ting to Salvation , is Schifm , that is, k leads to the 
Grand Schifm : For whe!! by Separation Men' cut 
diemfeives otf from a Particular Church of Jcfijs 
Chrift, Eftablifh'd in a Nation by Chriftian Laws, 
and fall into fundry Fadions, in contempt of Chri- 
ftian Authority , and afrtr msrny Admonitions, and 
Charitable Entreaties ^ due CorreSian and Merciful In-- 
dulgence perfift in the fame , and obftinately encou- 
rage Fahien and Difebedience : It is t<> be feared they 
run the diredk way to cut themftlves off from the 
Catholick Chuircb. I do not fay that by fuch a Sepa- 
jration Metf abfolutely cut themfclves off from the 
Body of Chrift J while they do Profefs Faith in him j 
but I fay that they Di^wnotsr Chrifi , they Rend bis 
Seamlefs Coat afunder^ they open a Door to all mann«F' 
oiDi'vifipn and Cowfujton^ to Error ^ Schifm and Herefyy 
which by a faithful difebarge of this Duty of Confer-^ 
mi-/ WQttld be prevenced- 

U 
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£^ tt is a moft lamchtable thing to fee how far the 
Devil hath prevailed among reformed ChriftianS|^ 
to rend arid worry one another With fruiili^ls Quarf 
rels about indi££erent Things^ againft Reafon anJ 
Scripture ^^ to gratify the Enenlies of the Reforma- 
tion^ harden Turksy Je7t>s and InfiJelsi who cannot 
believe we have any trub Religion anion^ us^ as 

long as our TZ^UkeJ JUves and thefe vlU Contentions, 

do loudly teftifie the contrary, O that God would 
ftirupthe Spirits and Hearts of all that would be 
thought Chnftians, to the Praftlce of Humility and 
Aieeknefsy Obedience and Love ! And to fuch a degree 
of Conformiti^ as ' may fet them dbove all the Impu- 
tations of tochifm. Scandal^ or whatever may giv* 
Offence; 

. The faid Mr. Foi>ey in f. 44^ of the faid Book^ 
ipeaking to the 'Dmenters with great Affedioa 
and Zeal ^th : " That they Ought (as Chriftians, 
*^ and for Peace faki^to lit down and examine the 
*^ fecret Receflfes pf their Souls/ and fee if they dm 
^^ by any means remove thofe Doubts and Scniplei 
*^that He ofi their Confciences, and come over to 
*^ our Church ; for could they do that, What i-fiital 
'" ftroke would it be to the Tyrant of frmtey atfi a 
fmgular Service to the Church ? For then w6 
^^ fhould be all of one Mind, one Heart sind one 
'^ Soul, and Fight as one Mao againft th« Fkjh, the 
^^ ff^orld and the Devil ; is alfb conquer our pubH^ 
^^ and private Enemies whether at Home or Abroad : 
^^ O Bleffed Day indeed would that Be apcipunfed 
*^by all that Love the Loi:d Jefusf Chrift, ani 
^^ defire to worfliip him in Sincerity aiKi Purity of 
*^ Spirit. 

And in p. 146. anci 147. he ftirtfter faith j *^ Ohow 
^^ acceptable a Sacrifice to the Almighty wou,\d this 
^/ prove, aii^d how fweet fmeHing a faVour in his 
*^ Noftrils ? How comfortable alio and \^ell plea- 
ti fing would It be to all true-hearted and well de^ 
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^^fignmg Chriftians? Pot then might wc be "la 
*^ tranfcendently blefs'd as to cry out one and all^ 

^^ Hol/^ Hofyy Ifoly Lord Gad of Sabbathy Hea'ven ani 
Earth are now full of thy MajeJ^y and thy Glory. 

Nay /hall I go a little further, we might then fay 

*^ with one united Voice, Halelujahy Halelujahy HaU^ 

^ '^ lujahy praifed be God j Halelujahy Halelujahy we 

*^ aie joyn'd in the Bands of Love, to adore a Deity 

in one fet form of Words without variation, fo as 

never to wrangle any more with one another on 

this Acx:ount, Halelujahy Halelujahy we now Imi* 

tate the Saints above, in an uniform familiar, and 

5^ pure converfe of Worfliip, Honour and Praift. 

Theft are the tranfports of a Man who hath great 
Charity for Diffenters, and Wiftes them well,, as 1 
do, and to thefe excellent Ends would have them 
hold Comrtiunion with us always, and be no longer 
Guilty of what tends to Schifm^ and cauflefi Separa- 
tion, But to omit agreat deal of what might bd 
feid iiport this Head, I will in the laft Place fliev^ 
hdw Separation from the publick Eftablifhment iti * 
Church and State, is an Inlet to the horrid Sins of 

jdtbeifntViT^ Deifm. 

VL That Separation is an Inlet to Athtifm and 
t>eifm (thcn'^wnich greater Evils cannot "be) I^will 
make appear; 'as foon as I haire convinced my Rea- 
der that we have Multitudes of (uch Vipers fwarm- 
ing among us, Ibme pra^cal^ others Speculative, 
, Pray from whence proceed the abominable pra- 

SAct^ oi tl^jhcted and Ungodly ythQ LeW'and Profane y 
but froM theft* Fountains ? We fee the World is full 
of Violence and Oppreffion, under the M^tsk of 
Religion, as well as Fraud and Deceit ; and te- 
caufe Religion is the Fashion, thefe will pretend to 
It, under one form or other. We cannot walk the 
Streets but we fhall hear Men Blafpheme the holy 
Name of God, deny the Lord that bought them, 
Belch out Blafphemous Oaths and Execrable Curfes 

in 
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In the Face of Heaven. How many deny all re- 
veaFd Religion, calling it Prieft-Craft, and a po- 
litick contrivance of Men to keep in awe the gid- 
dy Multitude ? Blafpheme the facred Oracles the . 
holy Scriptures of Trutlj, as though they were of 
no more Authority than old Mens Dreams or Vain 
Romances ? Such Notions and Fancies do fill the 
Heads of the Learned and wife Men of the World, 

. who would have it fo, becaufe their Vices are there 
detefted j and they are encouraged to believe it, 
becaufe they that plead moft for revealed •Religion, 
differ moft about it : The different Seds and Opi* 
nions of Men in religious Matters^ all wrefting the 
Scriptures to maintain their mifchievous Tenets 
and Praftices^ to the Defl:ru<ftion of Obedience and 
Charity^ Which" are the very Effentials of Religion : 
For take away thofe Two Pillars, anjd Religion will 
be nothing but (Jilonfufion, Noife and Nonfence, 
which gives the foolifh Atheijty the licentious Deifiy 
«nd the fenflefs Debauchees Occafion to think it is all 
• a Jefl J and to believe no 'other^ unlefs they could 
fee more Agreement and Love^ Unity and Peace, 
among the different Parties that make a great buftle 
about Religion ; for while they fee them quarrel 
and contend with their Superiors about Trifles, 
contrary- to the Fundamental Laws of Chrift, and 
the Law of Nature, and that upon the pretence of 
Confcience and Religion j they (being influenced 

' by their Luftsj conclude that it is nothing at all 
but a Chymera, and an Invehtion of cunning Men 
to amufe the World, and keep it in Subjection j or 
a Bugbear to affright Mankind into a flavifh Servi- 
tude to the Wills of others ^ and thefe -Men accoun- 
ting themfelves a degree abdVe the common fort, net 
to be imposed upon by the flight of Men, let Icofc 
the Reins to all Debauchery ^nd Licentioufheft, and 
cncoufage fuch who are inclined to Vice, to run with 
them into the fame excefs of Riot^ 
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On the Contrary were all Ghriftian Profcffoi^f 
(who unanimoufly Build upon the Rock^ of Ages^ 
f yen that fure and firm Rock the Lord Jefus Cbrifi^ 
the Foundation upon which all the building mujt be laiJy) 

careful and diligent to bring the materials of Sin- 
cerity and Humility, Self-denial and Purity, Faith 
^d Charity, Peace and Obedience, Fear and Meek-; 
nefi, with the reft of the Divine Graces, land good 
Works iffuing frgnp the Spij^t of Truth, to raife 
the Superftruifture, and be the only materials o£ 
this glorious Building of Qifrf'x boljf Church ; It would 
be like Gold, Sihery^ni Precious Stones y which will 
Endure tl^e Fire of Temptation and Perfecution with- 
out lois pj;: detriment, ahd convince all Atheifis and 
dcfpifer* of Religion, that Chriftianity is real and 
proceed eth forth froip Godj and that tWs building 
of the Church, Gois hqlyTemfky is ^ more Glorious 
|ind Excellenf StruAure, than ever the outward 
temple of JerufaUm was, or all the religious SheWs 
^ ?nd Pageantry on the Face of the whole Earth j 
by which means all the Kingdoms of theWorid^ 
would be enamoured with her Luftre and Beauty, 

and the Kings of the Earth, and the great Men, the Trin-^ 
ees and the Potentates of the World would bring their 
Crowns, and their Riches, and their Pcnver, and their 
Glory, and all their Excellency unto her and be her 
Votaries • .and jhe pall become the Praife of the whole 

Earth, according to thQ determinate Counfeloftha 
Alwife jind True God. 
' But, if inftead thereof, Chriftians will lay upon 

that Foundation, Wood, Hay, Chaff, Stubble, Thorns, 

Briars, and fuch Materials that will not endure 

the ^ Fire of God's Judgment ; that is to fay, Hypo-^. 
crifie, fride, Stubbornefe, Conceit, Envyings, Dif- 
content, Rafh-judging, Evil-fpeaking, Lying, Cenr 
furing, |leviling,-c^(r. Which are all Works of the 
Flelh J thefe will make a moft deformed Superftni-^ 

^ure, or building of Chrifti^ity upon fp glorioi^ 
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and exe^lent Foundation: And though thejtiem'^ 

felves m^iffefavedj yet it fhall be fo as hy Fire, with 
great Loas, Terrourand Judgment, whofe deform'd 
Works fhall be confumed, becaufe they give Offence 
to the World, make Atbeijts ^n^ Deifisy hinder the 
Converfion of the Jewsy and Reformation of Reli- 
gion: AIJLwjiich Evils and Mifchicfs in this Kipg^ 
dpm arc in a great meafure the effe<5ts of Sepaf al- 
don, and may be redreis^d l?y a ready comply anca 
and chearful Obedience to the lawful Commands 
of Chriftian Rulers, under whom Cby the Affiftancc 
of God's Grace) we niay live Devout y Holy and Feace-^ 
sble Lives in all Godlinefs and Hone fly y to the Glory of 

Cod, the Hjonour of Religion, and oui own Eter- 
X}a\ Happinefs. 

Alafs ' How can Men or Women pretend Love 
tp Chrift, while they will neitlier yield Obedience to 
\i^y ^QX Love one another ? C^n Mankind who are 

ilty of Pride, Prefun^tion, ^elf-will, Stubbornefs ; 
ivil-fpeaking. Lying and , Slandeiing, Strife, Envy 
or Malice, &c Be lovers of Chrifl, or true BcUcvers r 
No, no ,• if they are, it is in a very mean Degree, and 
renders them in the Apoftles Language Carnal 
Chrift's Religion admits of no Contentions about 
outward Adminiftrations, but entire Submijjion and 
Conformity j and could we be fo happy as to fee it 
put in Pradice^ Atheifm and Deifwy as well as Im-r 
morality and VtcCy muft hide their Heads, and retire 
into Holes and Corners not to be ften among Chri- 
ffians, at leaft not fo generally as now to our Grie£ 
we behold it. . 

Thus I have in (bme mealure fliew'd the Evils or 
Mifdiicfs that attend Separatiori fropi ^ Church of 
Chrift-Eftablifli'd under Chriftian R^ulers,^ where the - 
Word of God is truly Preach'd, and the Sacraments 
l3uly Admiqiftred, without Idolatry or* Suferfiitim j 
which I hope, with the other Argument^ and Rca- 
fong, will perfwade the godly and religious amoa^ 
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^he Diffinters, to difcharge this great Dtay ofCmpr^ 
mity : However I have difcharg-d my Duty, and 
let the World Jfudge, if my departing from amongft 
them has not bei^n nppn the moft folid Motives^ of 
IfLeafon^ Jufiicey and Confciencf. 

' i 

O mofi Merciful Father^ thou judgefi no^ »> Man juJg* 
ftby therefore haw I boldnefs to affroagb thee, who art, 
py God and Gracious Father » 

Thou inowefi that I have not undertaken to produce 
thefe Arguments and Reafons for any other Ends, hut to 
fet my Brethren know wherefore I have Jeff them ; and ta 
'pndeceive them in what they have falj^y imagined and 
fonceived againft me j and to ftir them; uf to follow my 
Example, to the Glory of God, the Veact ofbii Churchy 
4md their own Comfort and Haffifiefs. 

O Righteous Father, let it havt this EffeB, .tQ ereata 
in them a holy "Jealoujie, left theyfiould it deceived in this 
^eighty Matter, and at the lafi Day he found to have rer 
jtSed the Couftfel of God againfi their own Souls* 

Let them (O Lord^ confider well the Eo;ceUency of our. 
holy ConfiitHtion,, and the NeeeJJity ofrendring Ohedience^ 
thereunto in Point of Duty, from^ the Reafons that I have 
produced, andfuch others as thou by thy S fir it [halt Com-^ 
munlcate to them* 

Let them Confider weli the Benefits on the one Handy 
vHth the Difattuantages and Mifchiefs on the other, ana 
tamefily feek^^unto thee to ^reSt' them in this Af-z 
fair, on which defends their Comfort, Teaee and Haf^ 
finefs. 

'' O how hlefied a thing it is, to fee Brethren Live 
together in Teaee^ Unity and Lqve ! How baffy Jhall 
this Land he if Tpe can attaii\ it I And how jufily 
^feraHe, if we nfe pot our utmofi Endeavours to accom-- 
flifb iti 

Here is an Exfidient in^ order to that ghrious 
l^nd^ ^cnformable in at things to the holy Goffel^ 
inid iiieaffrifs Will of our dying Lvrdi O that thot^ 
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^ouldfi be gracumfly fleas* 4 to convince Frofiffors of it^ 
and take from them all Humour and Preji$d$ce^ and Re- 
fiore them t0 a Sober ^ Sedate and Prudent temfer of 
Adind. V 

O let tbem weigh alltbings in the Ballance of the San^ 

Buary with an upright Heart , and give them holy 

Refolutions to do thy fFifly without regard to theCen^ 

fures or Opinions, of crafty Men^ who lie in wait to 

4ecewe. 

Make us all truly fious towards the^ our God^ 
pbedient to our Chrifiian Governors y kind and loving to one 
another ; and unanimoujly careful to maintain good Works, - 
and to preferve the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of * 
Peace,' and in r,ighteoufnefs of Life, through J^fus Cbrijt 
pur blejfed Lord and Sa^iour^ Amcn. 
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An Expofiulationy or Tathetical hvitation to the DiC- 
itnters, to be Wife and Soier^ Humble and Confide^ 
ratey Obedient and Conformable : With Dire&ionsfir 
their AJJifiance therein y and a Trayer fuitable thereunto. 

OMy Frien<Js I have a zealous concern for 
your Welfare and Happinefs ! It Grieves my . 
Tcry Soul to fee the frefli and bleeding Wounds 
of our Mother the Churchy widened, pierced and 
augmented by the unnatural Divifions, and DiA 
obedience of her own Cfcdldren ! Shall we affiid, 
forment, grieve and abufc the Mothers of our 
Fleihj that bore, fuckled and nourilhed us ? Shall 
<twe delpife and negled their good Comfehy Admo^ 
mtions and • lawful Commands y without Imputation 
of being Unnaturaly Difobedient and Wicked ^ How 

. can we avoid the Imputation of Stuhbornefs and 

Cruelty y^ III Humour and an unfanHifid Spiritj while 
we rejed: and defpifc the gracious Counted and 
Oifers of our fpiritual Mother the Ckurcb ,efGod ; 
turn a deaf Ear to her Admonitions, invitations 
2nd Rebukes; contemn her Authority, and refift 
her lawful Commands ,- wh^^ is the Pillar and Ground 
•f Truth ? 

O that my Head were Waters y and mine Eyes Foun^ 
tains of Tears ! That I might Weep Day and Ni^ty for 
the Breaches, Diffentions and -Obfiinate Dijobedjence 

of my Brethren! who will not hearken to "the 

' Voice . of Gody the Voice of Chrifiy the Voice of tke 
Church, nor the Voice of Scripture j to the pradice 

of Love, Peace, Concord, Unity, Obedience and 
. Order : But will difpuce, cavil, ' contend and 
ftrive againft the Truth: Will refift, oppofe, 
revile, flander and difobey, as well their lawful 
Minifters as other higher Powers fet over them in 
Church and State. What ftiall I fay, or do, to 
invite and engage you to Reformation and Amend- 
ment ? I have ufed all poflible endeavours, by Ar- 
gumentfand Reafons^ as well ^s Examplel ; to 
' ' ■ • ""■ con- 
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Convince and perfwade you to the cdMiptious 
l)ifchafge of this unportanc Duty : And mtAo no 
more but add my molt eameft Entreaties^ hum^ 
[ bly and heartily befeeching you to Repent and 
Return to your Duty j tdgetner with zealous and 
fervent Supplications, to Almighty God^ that he 
may manifeft his Mighty^ Tower amongft you. I 
befeech you not to blame me for my good will, 
which proceeds from the tender Love I bear jrou, 
and the Zeal I have for the Glory of 'God in efta*^' 
blilhing Peace in the World by your Reformation j 
Which if we may be fo happy as to enjoy, 'twilj 
be the immediate Fore-runner of a moii glorious 
State of Chrift's Church in the World, wWch we 
are utterly unworthy of, and fliall never obtain, 
till thefe Setds of Dljfention be throughly rooted 
out, and all of us become deeply ingrafted ia 
Love. 

O be perfwaded into a temper of Moderation, 
which will argue great Wiidom and Judgment; 
Prudence and Difcretion ; let Charity be feruentj 
^nd Love with out DiJJmulation: Curb Pride, Paf- 
fion and Prejudice, the mortal Enemies of Peace j 
and fufFer not your felves to \\t put upon, by any 
crafty Infinuations, under what fpccious pretence 
foever, if attended with the leaft Sin, O my 
Brethren, confider well wherein the Glory of God 
may be moft advanced, the Peace of the Church 
preferved, and the Union and Communion of 
Saints confirmed and continued : We find by woful 
iSxperience that Separation and Divifion, doth 
fefter the Wound and render it more Incurable; 
Where then ihall we find a healing Virtue, but in 
the Sovereign Balfom of Chriftian Ohtdience and 
Chearful Cor^Grmity to the Will of the Lord and his 
Vicegerents whom he hath fet over us ? 

Let me therefore Intreat you (O my Breritaren) 
to Humble your fdves under the Mighty Ku^tl ^^ * ^ 
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whorqit^Dp have hitherto refified^ and fpeedily re« 
tarn tmtt> your Duty.: For when we are amUcd 
together in Love^ and one common Order of 
Worfhip y and have the Fear of God before our 
Eyes J and a due Honour for our Superiors^ and ^ 
difcharge our felves faithfully to ' one another ; 
then, and not before, may we exped: to be Happy 
in Church and State. When the ftrii^: Profeuors 
of Godliness , that are now divided into fundry 
FaAion$ , fhall be united throi;ighout the Land, in 
pne common Band and genera) Copfent in Reli-i 
gion, as fetled and eftablifhed under Chriftian Ru- 
lers : This will Convince the World of the Trutk 
0f Religion , be a means to have all things reformed 
raat are amifs among us, and give evident De-* 
l&ohftration that God is ^itb us ^of a truth. Alas ! 
Here is nothing but our Divifion that makes us con^ 
temptible and defpifed ; and notliing but Union 
will make us Honourable, and render us like unto 
the true Spoufe ©f Jefus Chrift* Stand no longer , 
then ( O my Brethren ) to maintain the quarrel 
againft the common Intereft and Caufe of Religion, 
cow depending ; bat unite in Love and Pf^cf, Obe^ 
Jience and Conformity ^ and let no vain Scruples, 
keep you any longer from theconfcientious Dif- 
charge of ^ your Duty, O that God would railq 
eminent Inftruments of Peace and Reconciliation ^ ra- 
cier than Controverfy and Diffuitation y which we 
find have widened and not healed the Wounds of 
the Church ; that we may not ftrive any longer 
who ftall talk moft or difpute beft about Reli- 
gion : But let our Emulation be who Ihall be moft 
Holy and Obedient to the Laws and Intereft of Re- 
ligion. 

O my Brethren, let Love have its perfed work, 
fhe Love of Peace and of your own Souls j let 
it be free and without conuraint , for God Loves 
9 free- ^iU Offering, a mqft ready and willing fer- 
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Vice from a due fenfe of Duty and Confcience : See 
therefore that you render it to him, not for wrsti or 
fear of ptmiOiment , but of a devout and zealous 
min^jj for the Honour of our great Lord and Ma- 
iler Jefus Ghrift. Labour diligently to have all 
things calm and quiet within^ and when Doubts or 
Scruples arife in your way of Conformity ^ be Im- 
partial in tracing them to their Fountains : If thejr 
proceed from the Spirit of God, they center ia 
Charity 2inA Obedience I but if frDm the Spirit of ,Er* 
rory they will engender Strife ^ to the dishonour of 
God and difcredit of Religion. Therefore, lay- 
ing afide all fhadows , and outward appearances of 
Sandity ; lay hold on the Subflance , which is DnM 
and Obedience the folid and certain Fruits of a jufii- 
J^ing and Javing Faith, without Which Faith it IHf 
is Dead, and no more than fomding Erafs or a tmA^ 
ling Cymbal. 

It grieves my SovXy to hear the uncharitable 
Ccnfiires of fome, who from that wicked Root of 
Tride and Envyy ftick not to deny Chrift's pure Re- 
ligion eftabliih' d among us , to be of God 2 And 
would limit his Holy Spirit , Power and working 
to their narrovv Humours and fond Conceits ; as tho* 
themfelves or their Party alone , were the peculiar 
and chofen People, that have God's Prefence and 
Power amongft them ; When at the fame time, 
they have vifible marks of Contention and Fride abi-* 
ding on them. 

It is evident without contradiAion , that under 
every Sed or Opinion of Religion, even thofe that 
pretend to the greateft Purity, die Hypocrites and 
Deceiwrsy will mrowd themfelves, as wellasthd 
mgre carelefs, lukewarm and notorious Ofienders j 
and 'twill be no otherwife , as long as the World ft 
compofed of Good and Bad, Righteous and WickiS^ 
Sinners and Saints, whereof are made all. Congrega- 
tions and AlTcmblies wbatfoever that WorlhipGod; 
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vpho pennits them to grow together in thd Field of 
this World , till the day comes that he will Judgfe. 
it in Rigbteoufnejsy .and make a vifible Separation / 
and aflign all Fleih their juft Rnpards c Here, the 
Vniedly as well fis the Righteous y the Atbeifi as well as 
B^ieverj the Drunkard as well as the Sober y the Adul-^ 
terer as well as the Cbafi^ the Profane as well as the 
Ibfyy the Ihfocrite as well as Sincere ; make an out- 
ward Profcffion together in the vifible Church, to 
w)iom the word Preached doth promifcuoufly be- 
long ; to the one fort for their Cowuerfion and Amend-- 
went J to the other for their encreafe in Gracei 
We are not therefore to defpife one another, but 

ihould advife^ perfv/ade and Admonijh thole that go 

aftray ,• for he that is wicked now , may amend 
and be reformed : and we cannot avoid them un-* 
Icfs we go out of the World , nor may we by any 
Authority of Holy Scripture , feparate from a 
common eftablifh'd . Order and Dilcipline , for 
having in it a mixt multitude y nor for any other 
Reafon j provided flie be found in the Faitby and 
free from Idolatry and Sttperfiition. 

I befcech you therefore to lay it to heart, and to 
^onfider wtfU the Reafons both for, and againft 
Conformitj^ , thiat you may be fully fatisfied in mind^ 
and that .what you do may be free and fincere^ 
from an inlightened spirit informing your Judg- 
ment a Right: Becauieif you perfift in any Sin or 
Error , for want of due care and diligence in the 
fearch after Truth , you will (uftain great lofs and 
damage , when God comes to make Inquifition 
,jUito the fincerity of your AdionsJ earneftly befeecb 
ypu therefore tor God^sfahy for your own Souls fake, ' 
and for the fake of Peace, that you will be united to- 
ther widi us in Love, in Obedience znd C&nformifyy^ 

which is your bounden Duty : That fo all , 'that? 
pretend to the P(wer(?/G(?^//»e/}, may unite in one 
doouooa Bond of .Friend/hip^ for Defence ofRelif 
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glon^ agairift all yfrAw/j, Dtifis^ vltiA Immoral br' Pro- 
fane Perfinst And for your afliftance herein^ be 
pleaied to make ufe of thefe few Diredions. 

1. Be not contented to run over the Arguments 
and Reafons that I have urged for a Regular Confmr^ 
miry to the Church of Englandy curforiiy and (liehtr- 
ly i but Read them over and over, with good KJn-- 
derftanding and an obedient Mind, willing to 
ful^mit to the Di(^tes of Reafon, and the Voice of 
God, (peaking by the Sacred Oracles of the Holy 
Scripture:. I beieech you weigh well, and fe- 
rioufly confider all the Arguments that are produ- 
ced for Cofformity as well as thofe you have againft 
it j and put them into the Ballance of the Sanituary^ 
and by the Afliftance of the Holy 5pirit , you (hdl 
be competent Judges whether it be Duty or not j 
anfl if yon banifli Prejudice and Partiality I am per« 
fwaded you will be of my Mind, and follow my 
Example. 

2. Keep a watch over your r^w^iwsf. If any Mm 
cfftnd not in word (faith St. y antes) the fame is a 
ferfeSl Man^ and able alfo to bridle the whole body i 
Behold we put bits into the Horfes mouths y that they 
may obey us. The Tongue is a little member y and boa- 
fiesh great things : . Behold what a great matter a little 
, Fire kindleth. "The Tongue among our Members dtjUetb 

the whole Body^ and fetteth on Fire the courfe of Nature^ 

James 4. 2. &;c. When the mind is polluted with 
Pride and Prejudice , the Tongue becomes an Inftrw- 
ment of Debate and Contention yStrife and DivifoviBut 
what faich the fame Apoftle to this matter in the 
lame Ghap. If je have bitter envying and firife m 
your HeartSy glory not , and lie not againjl the Jrutk^ 
for where envying and firife is , there is Q$nfufim 
and every ea/il work. 

As you ivould be accounted r^jgious and goodMeuj 
in the fence of the Scriptures , pray fpeak evil of 
fto Mai>, whatever you know he is guilty- of, ex- 
cept 
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eept ic be for his Reforfnation^ or Ti/aming to others j 
E(pecially foeak noEvil of DignitiesyOr ofthtRuters of 
thy PeopIe:But imjploy yourTongnes to the Honour of 

CodythoPeace of the Churchy the Unity of Saints y and to 
further Love jObedience and Conformity to all lav/ful 
Commands of Superiors j And pray obferve well the 
Words of the fame Apoftle in his firft Chapter 264 

Verfe y If any Man among you feem to be religious ^ and 
Tnridletb not his Tongue ^ but deceiveth bis own Heart , 
this Mans Religion is vain. Therefore you that give 
fuch a Liberty to your Tongues beware leaft* 
your Religion be vain. ^ 

J. Have Humility and Charity. Thefe Graces 

wonderfully conduce to Obedience and Conformity ^ 

For it is theNature of Humility to yield Obedience 
where 'tis due^ tobefubmiffivefe ready to every good 
Word and Work : It exalteth not it felfagain^ others, 
efped!i^ly Suf trior Sy but is modeft in all things. 
And Charity obligeth us tO thinke well of eviry ' 
^good Terforiy even better than of ouf ownfehesy more 
particularly the Ingenuous ^ the Learned and Godly ^ 
who are fct over us in Church and State ^ they being 
God's Ordinance y appointed by him for that Service: 
Wherefore Humility . and Charity will not permit us 
to refift them y but obligeth us to Obey ; to puf 
the >eft Conftruftion we can upon all their Adions 
and Proceedings, and in no wife to find fault with- 
out juft caufe, or to wreft them to any Evil pur- 
pofe y whereof Dlfcontenty Trouble or Prejudice- m^ty 
arife j Confider well the advice of St. Paul 2 Cor, 

10. 2. Do ye look upon things after the outipard mppea-^ 
ranee ? If any Mm trufi ^ to himfelf that be is Chrifisy 
let him of himfelf think this again^ that as he is Chri/lsy 
even fa are we Chrifis alfo. 

•Notwithftanding thefe Rules of Humility and 
charity y given us in the IJoly Scriptures ^ there are 
fome among you who Judge and Condemn us , as' 
tho' we were not of Chrijl's Flocky and il'e not afraid 

in 
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ih their ralh Judgpient to call us Antichrifi : Yet 
ViTe are not afraid to bring our Do&rine arid :D;y^ 
cifline to the Line ofTrmby and Plummet of Hig A- 
teoufnefs y and to the Touchftone of C^&irr/Vy and 0*e*r 
«//e^^f j having the Aifurance in our felves that v^e 
ttrt Chrifi^y endeavouring to kee^ tie mity oftieSj^i^ 
fit y in the bond ofVcace , and hghteoufiiels of lire ^ ' 
Gixii cannot but perfvlrade you to joyn with .us in 
iail tiumilitj Vitid Cbaritj^ 

4. Be Sohisr and Moderate. lAt rid iritemperdte 
Zeal govern you iii doubtful matters. It is your 
Duty undoubtedly, in all the grcaf concerns of Re- 
ligion, which relate to Faith y HoUneJsy RigbteoUfneft^ 
land Peate i to aA with zeal and fervour : But ii& * 
matters of Opinion and Omtroverfy , arid donbtful 

Diffntationy be mod^Jrate arid caly* 

Xt is la fhanie to fee with ^at heat drid Violehcti 
tbmt controverted points are managed , and theJ 
Caufe darned niore hytiumotiry FaStion ■ and ^opitUt 
Furjfy than found Reafon or warriarit of Sirnjjttitel 
When at the fame time we fee a profound remifsndS 
ind indifferency ibolit the weightier Matters, wliich 
are Judgment y Rightioufnefsy Love and Obediejtte^ 

iVifdom arid ^ruderice which fliould gdide youf 
moderation, :^d taje^ it in 4 due temper : yoit 
fuffer to; 116 faft 'afleep j whilfe ybu route up 
the CbuntAlrfeit, thatis. Craft arid Cunningy which 
oppofes the Tin tb, arid leads into Erro^ 4na Confr-^ 
Jfon; concerning Which fcheApoftleSfe James y ill 
Chap, j, Verf. If. to the end, faith; this mjdom 

defcendetb not from above y bkt is earthly fenfuai and 
devilipj ; fAr where Eihrf and Strife is ^ there ii Conr 
fufion and every evil Work. Art- the JVifdoth ii^biek is 
fioin Above y is frfi fAre then peaceabley gentk and 
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€^ to he entreateJy full of Mercy aiU^ood FruUsy ^id^ 
^uP Partialit/ and v^ithgut Hypocrijioj and tbefirmt rf 
Rigbttonfnejs is fmim in Tuue^ (f them that maki. 

Be 83 zealous as you can to advance the Sfirii 

^d Ufi of Religion vti 2X1 GodUnefs and HonefyimLt 

as mdifTer^nt as is poflible about doubtful Matters 
and outward Rules pf Difciplin^^ nipt caviling ^£ 
what our Superiors enjoyn ,• *tis their Ogice to ^p-* 
point all fuch things ; and yqurs to examine whether 
they are according to th^ Apoftles general Rule^ 
do^ if you find them fb^ and tnat they are Efiahli-^ 
jbed Jy Lav^j the jndiiferency ceafeth^ and your Duty 
to themcotnos infprcp^ which you cannot ne^ 
gleftj without contrac^g great guilty as h mp^, 
evident throughput the whole I^ew TeftamenCi 
This Rule of Moderation and Indifferency in all matfers 
<^ Contr&verjie, that rektf; to Qeremonies and owhifori 
Adminiftratioms^tig things indifferent in themfelves^ 
till the St»ap of Authority be fix'd upon them > » a 
certain Rule conducing to Teacej, and : Conformity : 
JUid here I may juftly ufe the wxrrds of St. PW> Gal^ 

6. l6« As many as 'Walk after this fukj Peace ha an- 
themy andmercyj and upon the Uiael of God* 

y^ Be ftrv^erit ki ?r^ir^ ^hat XSod by his Spirit 
would guide you itiOi ai Tvmthy as he hath pramifed i 
That you may not be deceived by any fpecious pre* 
tences whatever, or bd betfay'd into fin^ and thaS 
(he Enemy may riot htgail^ yoxi into Mifchief axid 
FoByy tinder the covert 6r gt^ldeid ftew of greater Tu^ 
tity : But be eameft with Qod to open, vour LWer- 
JtandingSy to redifie your Judgnkntsy^nd (ubdue your 
ji^i&tothe Obedience ofhisWHl, to temper ^your 
Imods unto Charity and Teacey aurJd to fiibdue in yovL 
tSX Carnal Afie^ons^ whether of Fri^y Tajfunty Pre^ 

judhe^ 
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fuJicey or Cm:eit } that hc would flicw you your. 
Mfiakes and Mrrarsy ^nd dired you in the way he 
ii^ould have you go, to the Glory of his Name, the 
fluiet and fatisfa^on of your own Confdences, and 
your Souls Eteriial Happinefs. 

Let every Soul among you, whether Old or Young, 
Male or Female; Bond or Free, be earneft with God 
lEbr Grace, to enable you to difcern what bis bkfed 
Tf^tll isy and whereinfoever you find Oppofition 10 
your way of Conformity to the ^Eftablifhed Religioiu 
oeieech mm to dired you what to do, andhewiQ 

give .you a right Underfianiing in aB things'. Be diH* 

p;ent and fmcere, in examining all ob jediOns that Ue 
m your way , and in meekneis of fpirit compare one 
?hin^ viHith another, and phopfe what is kafi afenfive 
in his fight : For by thus . sleeking for his guidance 
and fubmitting to his will, without referve or guile^ 
and without fear of /hame or reproach , with re^ 
ped to any Terfm , Society or Congyczation that you 
belong to, doing all fino^ely in th$ Name and Fear 
of the Lord, ( as I tn^ft I have done ) youL will find, 
that all things will concur to the eafy pej^formance 

of this great Duty of Conformity. For your fuKher at 

(iftance and help herein , 1 have added a fiiitable 
Vrajety to be uwd when under any doubts or fears i 
or atiy t;ime when you would fefien your ielf to thfi^ 
Will pf God , and 0|;»edience of me Truth as it is in 
Chriftjeiu?. -^ 

Ol^iy thu^mtU ^ ofiif Spirits of aB Fl^ 
from Tifbim froceedetb every good and ftrfeSi Qifil 
I ^fiyiil ^ JM^ ff^rotcj^y fenfibk of my own weaknofs 
md in^erfeSums y com9 to implore thy mercy, favour y and- 
direBion ; vfbo am in doubt' whether the ^ay I do fro^ 
fefs be conj^fient j^itb tbi Divine freceps of our Lord and 
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his Jkoly Jpofil^Sy who feren^ft6rilj n^uire Love^ Unity ani 
FeaeCy with entire StufjeBion and Obedience to evirj Or- 
Jinance of Man fi^ the Lord's fake ^ dndfpr Confciep^efakei 
ittfd forbid the contrary Vices , v^Hich ar^ Variance ^ ^^Tiffti 
Content ion y Difobedience andaU other works of the FleJIh 

7%ou bajt by thy Providence andffecial Goodnefs to tke/i 
Nations {unto whom I do belongs as a Meptber) refcue^ 
them from Idolatry and grofs Suferfiition^ in which they 
were invplvd in times of Popery ; and hafi brought us out ' 
of thick Dar^nefs jf into the marueBous light of the 
fverlafiing Gcfiel of Pea^e and Ttufby by a glorious Re^ 
formation of the Churchy ji^hicb h reduced to iis Primi-^ 
five Purity^ and Efiablijfad under a fious and godly ^ueetf i 
, For which all G(ory be to thee my God for evermore. 

I am a Member of the Refomiationy yet in fome cir^ 
cumfiantial Matters of Opinion y do differ from the Church 
by Law EJlabliJh'd ; if I am wrong tbereiny O LorJ^ 
rejiore me^ I breech thee to the Unity of Faith and Dif- 
cipline there r^equired^ md make me zicahus and fincert 
in her <^ommunion : If I am rights confirm me in my 
Way and PraStice^ and let me never dp any thing contrary 
to Charity y Peace and Unian, but do the utmoft that I 
lawfully may^ to advance it in Word and Deed. 

To that £ndy 1 humbly Pray thee for thy boh Spirit ^ to 
guide and lead me to the Truth as it is in Jefus Chrifi,^ 
according to thy Promifcy that by ft I may be delivered 
from all Ignorance and Error y Partiality ani Hypocrifk j 
and in all Sincerity apply my felf to perform every known 
Dutyy to avoid every known SitSy and exercife nty felf 
always to keep a Conjcienee void 6f Offence towards G04 
and' towards Many and fubmit all my owh uncertain 
Notions and Opinions to unprejudiced . Rjeafon^ and the 
fsore plain Determinations of holy Writ^ 
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Suffer me not (O Lor J) tohefo far v^eidei to any Tar^ 
$y or Opinion y as to witl^an4 the things which make for 
Peace j and let me with all Sincerity and Diligence^ 
weigh and confider the IReafons urged for Conformity to the 
EfiabH[h*d Religion^ in Offofition to thofe I hain already 
cgnceived againfi ity and give me a found yt^gment to 
determin and choofe what is mcfi acceptable in thy Sight^ 
and agreeahle to thy Jflll revealed in holy Scripture y which 
I will cleave unto by thy Helpy and Grace ajjipng me^ 

O Lordy let me not he deceived in any thing relating to 
ffiy future Happinefsy or the way leading thereunto : I lie 
in the midfi of Snares and Temptations, and the Children 
of Men who are fet on Fire j who are always contendingy 
auarrelling and difputingi as though Religion conjified 
^ more in Words and pajjionate Difputesy than in Meeknefs 
and hovcy Gentleneff and Moder^tionf 

Make me (O Lord) zealous for the Honour of thy Name, * 
felicitous to be found a new Creature, Born of the Spirit; 
to be found in Chrifi yefusy not having my own Rigb-- 
' teoufnefsy but that which is, by Faith in his mojt precious 
Blood i to have lively Evidence^ (^my Faith and Repen- 
tance by my Love and Obedience : But make me very In^ 
different about outward Modes and Ceremonies for Difci^ 
pine and Order ; fubmitting my felf entirely therein^ to 
my Christian Govemoursy whom J am commanded to 
Obey. 

Blejfed be God who hath fint his Son to Reveal his 
whole Counfel unto us for our Salvation y by whom he hath 
^H^claredhis blejfed wiU to his Church } which is built upon 
fbe Foundation of the Prophets and ApofileSy Jefus Chrifi 
kimfelf being the Chief Corner-fioney in whom all Belie-- 
^ersy with their joining Graces y are fitly framed together^ 
to make a glorious buildingy which is hif holy Church : 
"^nto whom be path given fome Jpofiles^ fome ProphetSy 

fom4 
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fome Evangelifisy andfome Tafiors and T^ach^j; fir il^ 
ferfsBing of the Saints ^ for the Work cfpbe A^nifiiy, 
and edifying the Body of Cbrifi : To whom is givin iffi 
FoTi^er of Rule 4nd Autberitj iptbe Churchy to appoint 
mto dl the Members y whatever fends to Edificatim^ De-^ 
uncy and Order ; and unto whom nfc an indifptnpUj 
hand to render due Honour and Obediences 

O my Gody wher^infoever I have fwerved from my 
Putyy by flighting 'thy Precepts ^ refifiing the Authority of 
tfy Servajff^y in contempt of thy hply and righteous Com-* 
mdndments ; forgive me I befeecb tbee^ and Ifet me havn 
Grace to amend ; And if I t^ave contributed to the Sins 
ef Contentiouy Drvifion or Separation^ either by Word or 
' P^^> Argument or Example j pardon thy Servant^ and 
Work in me by the Tower of thy Grace ^ fuch a difpofitionf 
pf Mindy that I may fir the futurcy chearfuUy do ney 
Duty to thee my God^ and my lawful Superiors in all 
iSumility. 

Lordy let me not lay a fiumbling Slock to the Ene^ 
mies of Religiony by defending any Tarty y in oppofitionto 
(he main Body of Chri(Fs holy Catbotick Church : Foi^ 
while fo many of us are condemning one another y we give 
jufl ground to the Adv^rfaries to condemn us all. Lord ' 
ajj^fl us to Love one aether better y and to be entsrify united^ 
imt fbis great ^vil may be redrejfed^ 
' ' • ■• 

J^epleafed (O my God) to raif^ tfpfuch eminent Infiru- 
tfeentjy as may carry qn this important Affair fo effeEluaUy, 
that Debate and Difcordy Strife and DiviJ^m^ Error and. 
Schifmy may give place to Love andPedcCy Unity anfr 
Order y^ Obedience ana Conformity to all Divine Precepts. 

Make barcy thine Arm (O Lord) to cut off Antichrijtj^ 
Imito exalt the Throne and Dominion of thy Son Chrifi: 
jefusy above all Thrones and Empires in the Univ^fiy 
that every-Knermay bow to that Adoreable ifame which 
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iflngs Salvation to the World : That all Nations j, Tonguel 
and People may Confefs him and ffirfhif hefofe him^ who 
ii God made Many ww exalted at the Right tiand of the 
Throna of Gad^ in the highefi Heavens ^ making Intercef^ 
jponfer us* 

O Lordy my God, incline my Heart to do my Duty, to 
jjove the Saints in all Ttaces ; and make me inclinable to 
Obedience and CoftformityyUfmfuch Motives and Grounds^ 
us mayfiand the Tefi of a well inf orm* d and found Juig^ 
menty Jgrimi^d upon the faered Oratlfs of Truth: Thai 
from tie blejfed Communimmofthy Suinis, in the Church 
Miliiant here on Earth, I may he tranjlated to that glor 
rious Company, which is Triumphant in Heaven ; that 
together with them and all the heavenly Hofis^ 1 nsaf 
fing Anthems, Hakhjah's, Vtaifes, and Thankfgivings^ 
unto him that fits ufm the Throne^ and to the Lamb for 
over and ever, Ameti. 

To God the Father, GdJI . the Son, and God the Hofy^ 
Ghofi, one Eternal Glorious Spirit; be BleJJing^ Adoratioi^ 
msd Obedience now and evermore, JiXMtu 
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THE Church of Ewgijw^-Man's Private Devotions^ 
being a Colle<9ion of Prayers out of thic Com- 
mon-Pray er-Book, for Morning, Noon, aad Eve- 
ning, and other fpecial Qccafions :' To which is 
added. 

The Holy Days, or the Holy Feafts andFalis, as* 
they are obferved in the Church of England (through- 
out the Year) explained, and the keafon why they 
are yearly Celebrated j with Cuts before each Day* 

Preparations to a Holy life, or Devotions for. 

' Families, and private pcrlons^ with Devotions fuited 

CO moft particular Cafes ; alfo Meditations ^ Prayers 

and Rules, for the more pioiis obfefving die Holf 

Time dF Lent. 

A Collei^ion of Mifcellanies upon feveral Siibjedfe 
Divine and Moral. Thefe Four by the Author of 
the Weeks Preparation to the Sacrament ; and the 
laft never printed before. 

Serious and PatheticalConKmplationst^f the Mer- 
•cies of God, in feveral moft devout and fiiblime 
Thankfgivings for the fame : publi/hed by the Reve- 
rend Dr. H/V)b^ -at the Reqi^eft of a Friend of the 
Author's. 

The Mourner comforted, or Epiftles confolatory j 
writ by Hugo Grotius j Perufed and recommended to 
the World by John Scot. D. D. 

A Preparation to the Holy Communion, With 
Prayers, Meditations and Thanlcfgivings by a godly 
and learned Father of the Church m England ^ for* 
the Ufe of our late dread Sovereign Lady ElivUketb 
Queen of England^ printed in the Yeaf i j88^ fAxA 
now reprinted. 

A Preparative to Death, written originally irt 
Latin by Erafmnsy and now rendred faithfully kr 
Englifh by Rokrt Warren, 



